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enquirer, . that 
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tt ine how fac we; Ah, ee 
"To. 1 led ori Red: in: + 
4 . the 1 on Ws | — 
Heb. vill. 9. Reck. xvi. 61. in virtue of u IC 
many deſtitute of inward. piety, and. no way 1 
in the covenant of grace, yet had a jult 
Po” — title 
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covenant, is direAl y; aſſerted 


The promiſe referred to in this paſſage 
_ relate to the time when the Jews returned from 


the tovenart which I made with their fathers. f 


nother king ee covenant ie bleſlings. A cove- 
the 
bond-woman, whoſe ſon was excluded a ſhare in 
the inheritance, caſt out of Abrabam's family, and 
obliged to content himſelf with a fervile portion : 
to intimate _— Iſrael, after the fleſh,” has no 
title to the ſpiritual inheritance, and when the 
true heir ſhould enter on poſleflion of that inhe- 
ritance, was to be caft out af God's family. 
The ite nature of the Sinai and Cluiftian 
„ Heb. vn. 18 


nant compared, Gal. iv. 22.— 24. to Hag 


<< For Nadidz fallt with en Ke (rk, bee 
« the days come, ſaith the Lord, when 1 will 
« make à new covenant with the houſe of Iſrael 


| 4 and the houſe of Judah, not according to the 
« covenant 
, << the day, 8 I took 1 


that I made with their fathers, in 
en CE 
4 them out of the land of Egypt. 


_ the Babyloniſh captivity. For no new covenant. 
vas made with them at that period. It is there- 
fore juſtly applied by the Apoſtle to the Chriftian 
. covenant, Which was indeed new, not barely in 
Certain accidental circumſtances, but in its very 
_ eſſence, ſo that upon eſtabliſhing it, the former 
covenant could no more remain. Met accord, Tac 


Mone and Chriftian covenants are repreſent-- 
ed as of à nature and properties entirely dif- 
DI. $0 ſtrong an. expreſſion would ſcarcely 

cen . uſed, if in the Chriſtian covenant, 
what Was moſt. peculiar to the Mofaic, and cha- 
1 of it, had remained unaltered; The 
penſation of grace, which took place under 
9 Viale ä was no'Þ 122 t of f it, N bot 
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5 were not 3 ” Therefore à reſem- | 


venant, in which God, as monarch of the Jewiſh 


2 r9th and following chapters of 


mean time, theſe laws,” * wiſely calculated 
could not make perfect as pertaining to the Son- 


re, and: eee ee 


blance of that diſpenſation of grace in what was 
eſſential, will not infer a reſemblance” of the co- 
venant made _ the fathers of the Jews. Leaſt 
by fathers, we ſhould underſtand, Abraham, Ifaac, - 
and Jacob, it is , . when I took them 
by the hand to lead than out-of the land of Egypt.” "A + 
manifeſt deſcription of the Sinai or Moſaic co- 


nation, miſed them a and proſperous 
— Canaany: r 
— to a r ge ecard and 
1 ts. 5 Fei 
: f this covenant we hase the Hiſtory in the 


the 5th chapter © Deuteronomy.: 1 It uns not 
dedicated without blood, Exod. xxiv. Heb: ix. 


* and, in eſtabliſhing it, there was a 3 i 


ediator, even Moſes, Gal. ni. 19. The et 


dition of it was obeying, not only ihe Jaws pro- Fe be 


mulgated on that memorable day, when God de- 


ſcended upon Mount Sinai in the fight of all the 1 5 


people, but a variety of burdenſome ritual pte: 2 
cepts afterwards enacted to puniſſi the idolatry. of - - 3. 
the golden calf, Heb. viiigg. Gal. iii. 1930 pre = 
ſerve from the corrupt religion and profligate 
manners of neighbouring nations; and to typif . 
better things to come under the Meſfias. In the 


to reſtrain from + idolatry and other groſs fins, 


ſcience. / 2 
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in che ſenſe in which ſyſtematic di- 
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— 8 che nature of both. On 


ed 0 — — orh\ery 
Deen a breach We e were 1 fer eg 
b TE: 28 Nes. r chat 


1 =: 2675! N TT T4 T7 1 
Ju rd 6f ematic' ideas, let us 
e account of the Moſait ed- 
venant, and particularly of the parties covenant- 
Aas che gad things promiſed, and the condi- 
ien onmbich the beſtowing them was ſuſpended. 
2. That God Was zone of the parties, in 
8 ehe Mofaie covenant, is —— acknowledg- 
ei. lt is, however,” neceſſary to obſerve, that 
Boch entered into that covenant, priya be. cha- 
racter of King of Iſrael. He is termed ſo in 
eee tf) and he acted as ſuch, diſpoſed of 
boſſices, made war and peace, exacte 
F  ,natted laws, hed. with death ſuch of that 
people as refuſed him — and deſended 
-  _ ſubjects from their enemies. 
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and tabernaclesy the — — 
and Aaron's: rod that bloſſomed r 
cration of the firſt- born is Gag, eee ee 
memorations of en benefits, receiyed f from 
„ Deut. xiv. 21. (C9 Leg. wi. a3, 44.“ Deut-: 
xiv. 1.3. xxiii. 01. c Len 1 
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were < propel 3 D Their thank- : 
of. beaſt, wheat, 1 — = 


of: the Jews was how: 
the eme, _—_ the —— 


: + Boe this * it is foretold, Hol. 3 that: 
is \palpel- times men ſhould. not call God Baali, 
3 | my maſter, but; Iſhi, i H E. m y huſband. In- 
n a God. was a huſband: to the  Jowih r 


| iefl dif played the 3 pr maj 
 - and ſeventy of Mafler, aw: in the Chriſtian- 
EE. er pry chiefly diſplay the aff >Rion: and 418 
wii ef hurband and fi friend. 908 
| 3 e. ee eee eee is, 
enant, was the Jewiſh mation: Yor: . 


cords of the Siet covenant ay all the people: 
i are expreſsly ſaid: to enter into it, and yet the 
greater part of that people, were ſtrangers to the 
= — <cnlightening and converting influences _ the ſpi- 
= Tit, and to a principle of inward: love to; God: | 
and holineſs 8. 7 The leaſt. tance with 
"Ny of the Jews, and even of that genera». 
"(@) Deut. xxix⸗ 3,4. 1 Jer. xi. 32. Ce) Mat. 


xxiii. 8. (4) Exod. xix. $, Kain MY cut. v. 1 —3. 
02 bent xxl 3. v. 49. 9 55 ; 
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tion, vhich eame out of * and with whom | — 
the Sinai 1 I eſtabli AN ny = 
ſatisfy us, how rare 4 thing true religio was a 
ma abba) ; had they been blefled with _ 
deliveranee * the dominion of fin, and wünn 
conformity to the image of God, it would be 
abſolutely unaccountabſe, that when urged to 
obedience, this more excellent bleſſing ſhould be. 
wholly overlooked z and their deliverance / from þ 
coypt Ne 8 
der —— walk in his ſtatutes . n 
On account of the perverſe obſtinate diſp - 
tion of God's antient covenant people, Hoſeah is 
commanded, to take unto him a wife of where- 
doms, i. e. one, who, though then à virgins - | 
was "of: a laſcivious diſpoſition, and would: break. ZN 
marriage vow 10 and to love a woman, be 
et friend, 1 an adulteteſs, i. . ne 
uſband's fondneſs and af. be 


wh would rep huſban 
fection with ee treachery 25 1 the 
ſame reaſon, the Sinai covenant is compared to 
2 priſon (@},” in Which ſubjects diſaffected t 15 
prince, are ſhut up to prevent their — — . 


to a cel (eh, by whoſe authority chil- FO 
_ dren are reſtrained from ſins and follies, to which 5 
their natural diſpoſition would otherwiſe earrx 
them. And thoſe under the Sinai are Mp „ | 
his. art OY Fe, Lie 3 
6 N 33 | „ SLE les 1 e 
| 4a) Jer? xxxi. 32. Ezek. xx. 10, 11. f 651 22. 0 
xix. 4. XA. 2. ix. 5 Lev. 11. 45. xix. N xxii. 
33. v. 38, 4 35. Numb. xv. 44. Deut. iv. 20, 
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m. 1 fa g. ii. 23. O09! _ WN $4 
"of ic is. 5 Iii. „ 5 n EE. 


25 * 1 1 5 5 „ ' N P 5: : Ss f # CASE * * 5 75 * 3 


* « * 
9 


* 


- for which clan che ten oven of ne 


9 — ſaid ti ber l pra: unte Gad (. 
this that led the Jem, in he Lotile lays. ths 
EET e Abraham (e 
. EC. demus, that our I. A | 350 muſt be. — 
2b; as he — water of life to the 
© _ Samaritan min who» boaſted: at Ne ee 
„ oma afures. 
en. . v. telle * daf he 


3 that 7 ok. — lock of 1 
I 1 in Vena Soramaut. an cheſs e. 
| 3 den 79 — ene. 6. vr wack 
= doo in virtue of their oun deed, h 


ad the ſame 
eilaim : and: the children af pinſelytes, though cir- 
cumeiſed at an tage, When incapable of know- 
ing what was, dane tonthem, hade like claim 
through h the deed and will of their parents. Sons 
Sad under that typicalydiſpentation. were gern 
op mn, 1. e. lawful, ee or .of the ui will 2. 
8 Ak. i. ey 1 „Mat. 
2002. r 37 5 e hil. iii. IN ; Gee. 
vii. 12, 23. _ de Jur. Nat. & Geni Gent. J. 5. c. 4. 
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deed/ or by the deed of their parents, 3 
adopters. The difference of the Chriſfiaa G. 
pencatin from: the Si -covenant; van > oi — 
Qs, is hinted, Jom i 3 und 1 Peterth 29s V 2 
4 5 exprofion/of Tele, = 
that men might bęiintereſtet in the bleffing 8 of 8 
Sinai covenamy>in'any” of che wr hon 
above; and yet note ithſtanding beiflaves'of Sutang 
and dead in treſpalles and ind. to novgd 207 wn 
When God ſed the land of -Canaay to 
Abraham and his feed, circumciſion was inftsus 
ted for this urybugy other -puxþoſesy t he that 
. raham was the 9 
poſte ties vi ke ! tas theſe bleſſings; ” 
- peÞ times, ys args children of the fleſh, but 
the children of the promiſe are cone 0 ſect}. 
Nom. iv. ein conſequence of this the cim. 
ciſion of the ffeſh is of n more awail, and the 
circumeiſion made without hands, in; puttmg f 
de body of the-fins: of he gelb by che yrs. ee | 
Ton of | Ckrift» becomes 'necafſary,3 Col. oil 16K 
Rom. ii. 28. Phe promiſe of long life d the 
land of Candanz was therefore annsxed Wien pe- 
ouliar e woe they” recept-of -honouring' far 
ther and mother; to remind the π¹ chat they = 
owed the pofſeffion of that and to-the>picey of _ | 
their more diſtant forefathers, atitade ts whem |} 
would de beſtreftified by a Gui, behaviour te 17 
their immediate paxents een - 
them. 150 bits ollen » i nen 
Had not High known, chat the greater gart o 
theſe,” with whom; Futere into -covebant. at + ” 
Sinai, were an obſtinate, Riff- necked, and: hand- 
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2 heſe laws evidently fippoſe; their 
/ Aae, — in ke far as to fre 


. and true 5 n diffolved 2 
Theſe then intereſted in the Sinai covenant were 
| not true believers ! for a_y are charged with ſpi- 
=, Tituabwhoredom 5 and with break. - 
= ing the covenant lik: Foo 6), and God is faid 


to gire them à bf of divorce, and. 6 ee 
* 8 3 But it vill more clearly appear, Who 
* were intereſied i in the Sinai covenant, by conſi- 
Aering, who were allowed t of the ſeals 
of it. Now circumciſio belbnging to all the Jews 
in common, the Sinai covenant,” of which it was 
a ſeal, muſt belong to them too. Circumciſion, - 
I acknowledge was alſo a ſeal of the righteouſ- 
nels of faith. But it was not ſo to all who re- 
_ ceived,it. As derived from Abraham, it was to 
Ell who imita ed Nis: Faith a ſeal! of the covenant 
df grace: as inſerted lin the ceremonial law a 
= ſeal of the Sinai covenant. Or rather, it was 
; 1 1 D m, 2 ſeal both of an external and ſpi- 
=O ritual covenatiy- And therefore, even to theſe, 
who. were only 1 the external COve- | 
As all he food! ne 4 
n them were excluded for want of inward 
| dolineſy from . e and other ſæderal 
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Theological un 36 * 
rites of a Jewiſh church. Bad men might there · 
fore be then in covenant with God : for Goc 6 
would not have permitted any, to partake of the 
ſeals of a covenant, in whic ' they were no Ways 
intereſted. Every one that was not ceremonial 
3 or on 2 journey, and forebore to "PS 
| 5 owl to be cut off by death from 
| God ple (a). | Depravity of. heart, or wick-, 
| edneſs of er hike, id not exempt from this obliga- | 
tion. And even theſe, who being unclean, bx 
reaſon of a dead body, or in a journey afar os. - 
could not ſolemnize the paſſover an the 15 | 
teenth day of the firſt month, were | 
do it, on the fourteenth day of the ſecon Lege onth, 
So that, eee theſe days, every {- 
raelite whatfoever was bound. to folemnize it, 
a therefore, though Chriſt had told his dif- 
es, that dne of their number had a devil, 
1 ha Jon. t deſire him to point out the guilty per- 
ſon, which, doubtleſs, they would have done, 
had an ino character, as much unfitted, a8 
ceremonial uncleanneſs for eating the pallover, 
Three times à year, even at che feaſts of un- 
leavened bread, of harveſt, and of ingatheting. 25 
all the males of mn = required to appear 
befote the Lord (5). wil Rabbies men- 
tion eleven aſſes 5 3 whom this precept. 
did not bind, as the bt ind, lame, Kc. but inſtead 
of Æcept ing "men of wicked: hearts and lives, the 
_ Expreſely "roll us, that all, fave theſe eleven clal- 4 
ſes, ers bound by that precept (c. *. 
Every ſeventh year, at the feaff of tibetticles; 1 5 
all Iſrael, man, woman, and child, were bound? 
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as certain marks of honour and ref 

pro bably was attended witch ſomething 7 — 

. Aiſgrace. And therefore, ſome of ihe chief ru- 
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curſes the day in which he was borty (x) ; | Za 

| charias is guilty of unbelief (a); the young 


man, in the goſpel, Joves. this wor fi better than 
Chtiſt () ; ul bimſelf groans to be deli 
vered from a 


— of fin and _ fr Theſe 
ſeeming. contradictions will vaniſh, if we take 
notice; that all of theſe; thot cable with 
manifold breaches of the law 3 © dag ke 
the letter of the Moſaic la, and thus were en- 
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fection means 5 more, than a” * adh 

to purity of worſhip, in oppoſition to idolatry. 
and other grols e of the Sinai covenant. 
And therefore, men who, if ſinoere in religion, 
were far from being eminent for inward hohneſfs,, 
are notwithſtanding termed perfect. Thu it is 
faid of Ala, that he did hat which was Tight in. 
the eyes of the Lord, as did David his father; 
and that his heart was perfect with the Lord all 
his days, 1 Pip xv. 14, 14. And yet he cru-- 
elly impriſons a prophet for honeſtiy in 
him, and ſo far from amending his ways, 

goes off the ſtage without any record of his re- 
pentance and reformation: the laſt thing ſaſd ß 
bim being one of the worſt, that, in his fickneſs,, 
he ſought unto the p ſicians and not unto God. | 
On the other hand, though Solomon had grace 
in ſincerity, yet it is ſaid 1 Kings xi. 4+ bis cart 
was not perfect with God as David's 
cauſe he was not perſect and fteady like Darid in in 
maintaining purity'of worſhip. This remark was. 
made lon 280 by the pious Mr. Hooker of Hart- 
ford in New England. Application of | Red: 
tion, book 10; p. 661. and with equal reafon 
mop Warburton: has obſerved, | Divine Z ity, 
vol. II. part 1. p. 355 360. that the title f 
Man after God's own heart, was given' to Da- I 
vid, not on account of his private morals, „ a i: 
'2 behaviour ſo different from that of Saul; in mi © 
ſteadily maintaining - purity of worſh A Z 

much for the ſame 9 God ſay > e Sith 

in nn . 1 e N ra 
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Poor es to God (a). 
paſſages, the Je ews: 1855 rebuked for rasen the 
| deep, all_their reli 
ial ; ſo 7 7 it is. not. io. 

ity, en was blamed i in them, as meer 

„ abſurdly intermingled with the 

F- 1dols, and accompanied. with theft, 

murder, tery, and other groſs. violations of 

moral duties * Beſides, even theſe rites are 

"not abſolutely condemned, It is only. ſuggeſted, 

_ that they have no intrinſic worth and value, that 

: God; py not love them for their own fakes, 

and therefore, under a more perfect diſpenſation, 

— abrogate. them: and that though theſe 

"rites, | joined to external moral obedience, might 

ſecure temporal bleſſings, yet that they could not 

entitle, .as many of the Jews, and even Payl 
_ himſelf, Hora, Lis . converſion. fondly dreamed, | 
to.the f pecial favour and friendſhip. o f Ge J, and | 

* to RT happineſs. . ds La b „ 
It may be further. er . 11 meer extern 
zbedience was the condition of "the Sinai co 


8 why were nat All who yielded ſuch obedience, | 


bleſſed according te the promiſe, with long life 

and proſperiiy in the land of Canaan. I haye no 

nel conceru with this difficulty, fince it is l. 
* r on Ld OUR: * 0 bells. . APE | 


1 To 155 7 — vi. 6. e 
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temporal Loney, yes in the Sinai covenant, Was 


3 


N que e e it as hart 
ſwer it in a: ſatisfying manner, and yet 
much obliged to attempt it as L am. Th 12 * * 13 
theſis of thoſe, who. think that the promiſe. of 


rather made to ne Jewiſh! nation in general, 
than to particular Iſraclites ( would, if well 
founded, afford a full; and Eaſy ſolution to this 
diflicultys» - But What has been obſerved i in che 
preceding ſection, 
notion. I would only oblerve, that if our views. 
of the grounds of God's. government were more 
complete, we ſhould fee no cauſe in any inſtance. 
to arraign the:divineiveracity. ;; Men, wha fee 
ed ** live blameleſs lives, might, n 
ing, be/puniſhed: for outward fins; I me 
for outward fins ſecretly. — »þ 'by them- 
ſelves, ot fox the outward fins of 8 5, which 


and fourth generations. r tag. bf +} 
6. There is another Seine. WOT merits 
2 aller diſcuſſion. The Iſraelites were forbidden 
hat was their neighbours, and to luſt 
a vil things, and were required to dau the 
Lord with: all their heart and ſoul, and mind and 
ſtrength, and to love their -neighbours as them- 
ſelves. Hence it is plauſibly as Oe that ab- 
ſtaining from actual at freedom from ido- 
latry and other groſs and an obſervance. of . 
the external inſtitutions of God's: warſhip, Mas 
not the only condition of the Sinai covenant. | 
| That concluſion, however, is more than the b 
h will warrant. Theſe precepts.unque 
N prove, 2 God preſcribed to the ews 
2201 £3, WV .ti ue 55 4, 
c ) Albarde de 1 A Apol. Verit, Pp: 723 and 172. ut 
ene, 8 inward 


2. perfectly confutes that 
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| inward devotion And, 


membered, they equally pre, lag God S ws . 


| ſcribed to them a rfeck zbedience, woes 


3 roviſion/ was made. f E the Jw * — 


very leaſt ſinful Indeed the law-of na- 
ture, being of eternal and; unchangealſſe 8 84. 
tion, muſt neceſſarily have deinanded- ſuch an 
obedience from the Jews, as it itt demands it 

from all matikind: But, to ſuppoſe perfect obe · 
dience required, as the *condition of 'a coyenai it 


in Mo- | 

Itended-as ' hene, 
of the aw of nachste. And they contain many 
paſſages, which evidently; relate ib the duties and 
_ privileges of thoſe intereſted in the goſpelicove- 
nant. This is clearly the caſe with a great part 
of. the 29th and goth chapters of Deuteronomy, 
It is expreſly ſaid, Deut. xxix. 1. „ Theſe are 
the Words of the covenant which the. Lord 
«commanded Moſes to make with the children 
of Iſrael in the land of "Moab; beſides the co- 
<« yenant- N he made with them In Horeb,” 
Renewing an old covenant, is not making an- 


_ cther beſide ting which yet is here ſaĩd to be done. 


A'rotethobwyy ee te what time ſet before 
, them, and they urged to enter into it g, diſtinc 
from the Sinai cbvenant, even that covenant 
which God had EEE / oath to Abraham, 
Iſaac, and Jacob an pen ch we know was no 
other than the goſpe odſcurely revealed (3). In 
confirmation bh _ F weve _ the 


3 5 9 


(0 Deut. xxix. 12. WO) peur. xxix, b 15. 0 Gal. 
; . "9 17. x Ne 3 "x 82 Ja 1 Tx 3 | 
Ul | circum- 
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other words, ſpecia Having grace, thou 7 8 
romiſe of the Sinai covenant, is clearly. promt: 

ſed in the covetiant, which was revealed to Irael 
in the land of Moab (/) and part of the words 
of that covenant (i). 47 333 Paul (Di a re- 
lating to the right oe 92825 us in the gof⸗ 
pel (m), I would net however infer from theſe 


at God meant to unfold to the Jews 
the nature of goſpel bleſſings. He only gave 
iy 2 intimatiog of better things to 


5 binding them r Teve and long for that : 
2 when the event ſhould uy: the ſenſe of 
theſe prediQions-. f 

As poſkibly What I have faid m m ger fully 1e. 
move the difficulty, I would EY, obſerve hat 
the Jaws of Moles 15 general had a f tna F 1 | 
Which 
the temporal proſperity of Iſrael depended, was 
the N of . letter of the law. N 
righteouſneſs through which believers are entitled 


to eternal life, is ren of the ſpirit of 


the law. And as the earthly Canaag'was a type of 
heaven, ſo that external obedience which gave a 
right to it, preh co that . rfe&X obedience of 


the Redeemer, one WE OY TO 
the heavenly bhis.- 5 2 therefore, in 4 


ſpiritual Cole, re _ Hay, even 
leck obedience. e pol 85 = e prohibition 
coveting, and the precept © alles with all 


it: the *Y, Fae 


(7) Deat, xz. eh Dea . Wh. 
1) Rom. x. 5, — 10. hr Bull's Harms = Apoſt, 5. 7 77s 
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ins t bn ha fe "Y 
he heart, ane EEE leaſt finfyl 
To OR ROE ah aan 703 ene 
1 0 Explains in Fic tele Pavl iNeres'(n), 
ht b6 taking 00 f n'b 1 commandment, ; 
| oht in ik alt manner af ee 
5 ein EC Him Pe lew die Perceiving 
{gout "con gfegational!' 1 min} iffer wat 12 ] 
arks (6), that, the precept thou 725 not Cover, 
| mate. not onl) bis outward "converſation, 
bow! had 4 ſpielkval enſe in which it reached the 
very thoughts and affectious of the heart: While 
he was, yet in the, fleſh he ſ ſet himſelf wich all 
| his, "night to obey! this. precept, bound | himſelf 
175 vows and reſolutions againſt the breach of 
and eameſtly'! imploted the divine àffiſtance to 
render his endeavours effectdal, that {6 he might | 
be blam 1 the teoufneſs'of the law. But 


- . be et” "his heart off this rigfiteouſneſs, | 
e Would be the more 3 abe to the 
e its reward: 


Al) is pts to + righteous by 
a ly fe ferred 16 _— aud iriflame 
75 coverol neſs Futterly : 
capable to keep dk ch R ki ſaw bis fin 
. ſinful, and found himſelf condemned 
W death by the. #piritual ſenſe of that 97 law, 
by which he once thought to live. A 
7 9 8 ſtilr he Feen of theſe precepts; in this 
"their full emphaſis and ſpiritual meaning, was no 
| Rat of the Sinai covenant; ſince, as has been 
urged, 3 were neither 1 Ly hed 
"ih ig vii. 131. 5 00 ou Notes on vs | 
4 8 * Wars Tas ge p. 25. * „ 
| by : 
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by death, 7 nor exp pated zerifice. (| J and 
de In t 7 inal. Covenant 
„ Jacrifices 
2 e 15 e that Row not com- 
mitted preſumptuoully.and with. a high hand (2). 5 
The precept therefore, ** Thou: ſhalt love the 
« Lord thy God with all thy heart,” conſidered 
a contin of the Sinai covenant, only requires 
ſuch a regard to: the de eity, AS: 1 4 we. obe) he 
letter of his law. 1 does not this vie d cry 
mand finleſs perfection, but ſuch an obedience, i 
as fallen creatures have warns yielded: vid. | 
for inſtance, / who is ſaid to have kept God 8 
commandments, followed him with all his 1775 
and did that only; which was right in bis eye 
and Joſiah, who turned to the Lord. with: all 11 is 
heart and with all his ſoul, and With all bis * 
might, according to all. the law of Moſes hh. 
Not to repeat what was obſerved $ 4. of thoſe 
being deſeribed as perfect, who, if at all Hncers 
in religion, were ſar from 8 eminent ſor in⸗ 5 
ward holineſs, The precept, Thou Walt love. 15 
thy neighbour as thyſelf,” conſidered. as a con-. 1 
dition of the Sinai covenant, only implies that, | 
we ſhould not. do theſe injuries to gur neighbour, 4 
which we would not wiſh him to do to us. And 
the precept, Thou ſhalt not covet,” conſider- 
ed in the ſame Tight „only prohibits ſuch an in- 
ordinate ungovernable defire of what is our neigh +- 4 
bour's, as, diſcovers itſelf by our employing force: 
or frat to poſſeſs ourſelves of his property. : 
And hence it was Ke op at oy three a 15 
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gout felltivals; When all the 3 of Ie 
peared befote the Lord, „ their enemies ſhoul 
engt deſite their Jand bey. becauſe God, by in 
extraordinary. providence, was to reftrain 45 
at theſe times from attempting to invade it. 
Theſe remarks will 215 to illuſtrate, N 
meant by the fleſh and by the ſpirit in Paul's epil- 8 
tles to Ze Romans and Galatians. Mr. G 10 
bas obſerved (a), that the letter of the law, ot 
the law in that carnat view without che fpirit of 
| 54 in which it! is ſet before us, Rom. vii. I, Er b. 


dif poſition of that people to peiforta the nationa} 
ede hel, and to enjoy the national happl+ | 
neſs annexe to it as its reward, is called the 
In ſome e the flefh means bon- 
Jage under the Sinai covenant (v) and the con- 
dition of that covenant is deſcribed as the ww 
a carnal commandment (w), and as confiſting in 
carnal ordinances 255 The rewards alſo of 
covenant were carna and ſo was the Aires 
of the Jewel pho e. Meat and dtink were in 
their © bangs 'bleflings" of the Ling om 'of 
God ( 70. Ae 2 vary their belly (z). And 
hence of old they gathered themſeſves for corn 
and wine 2 Inf afterwards ſought the Saviour, 
not becaufe they ſaw his miracles, but becauſe 
they did cat of the loaves and were filled (5). | 
Theſe then are not after the 8 * after he | 


td 7 TO Sr PEN Wo: 's, : 
p- 27, and 8. e. 8. ok Tfa. xl. 6. Phil. iii. 3. Gat 
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8 8 andizhroug ;h. 4 | 
— of u ſpiritual 3 fe. Thoſe, 
on the other hand, are ſtill in the fleſh, and wa 
after it, Who hope that their Chriſtian — 
and outward religious obſervances will entitle 
them 9 divine favour l and who ater 7 
_ perity, one 1 OF: rs, more. 
than begun aue e with God, and conſor 
 mity to his bleſſed image here, and. the unjnter- 
rupted enjoyment of bm for. ever hereafter, This 
is the old man, corrupt according, to the deceit- 
ful luſts, which none put off, till they have been 
taught the truth 48 it is in Jeſus (c. The te- 
mains of this old man oceaſion the Reife in belie- 
vers between the fleſh and the ſpitit (d]. Even 
Paul himſelf found his members, or his frame and 
conſtitution as a ſon of apoſtate Adam, ſtrongly 
inclining and diſpoſing; him, to truſt in his own 
aiim and to ſeek for happineſs in tem- 
enjoyments. And hence he bitterly com- 
Plains: of a law, that when he would do good 
evil was preſent with him, and of another law in 
his members, even the las wt Ns rrit en 
5 Fg 1 1 N +: $f Sprint? [ff 
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$1 1 p Os sibi * Fee „ | the fab- 
ll mos of the preceding ſections 5 of no 
bret importance: - N een 0 f cham, 
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Sinai: covenant, e 1555 on m. 
important paſſages' of facred writ. I no- 
chat the 8 ſome plauſible objections againſt 
the faith once delivered to the ſaints, and afford 
convincing evidence, that the Sinai covenant was | 
of divine original, but that the Meſſias is now | 
come, and had authority to annul it. 
The 'preecding pages will guide to the mean- 
ing of ſeveral texts, which have been ofte | urged 
mſcriptural'tencts of juſtification: by the 
dee of the law, and of the attainableneſs of 
perſection in a preſent life. T ſhall not treſpaſs 
on the patience of my readers, by ſpending time 
in illuſtrating what is fo obvious. I refer them 
ts ſection iii; * $4, of this Diſſertation : 
Exek. xiii, 24, 26. has been oſten appealed 
to as an evidenee, that ſaints may fall from grace, 
and eternally / periſ. When the righteous 
i turneth away from his righteouſneſs, and oom - 
- «© mitteth iniquity, and doth according to all the 
«&:abominations that the wicked man doth, ſhall 
_ «he live? all his rightecuſneſs that he. hath 
. done, ſhall not be mentioned: in his treſpaſs 
w that he Hath, treſpaſſed, and in his fin chat he 
« hath finned, in them ſhall he dir.“ The fal- 
lacy of this argument will appear, if we take no- 
tice, that a righteous man here means one, who 
yields ag external Obedience to Ah lay ofes, 
and in virtue" or that obedience has a righteous 
title (J) to long fe and proſperity inthe land 
of Canaan. The Jews had now's murmuring, 
ver. 2. that they were puniſhed ſor the faults of 
Ne fathers. They did not complain, that they 
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were expoſed to . ra den by 8 eir 
parent's breach of the covenant of wor Rey An 
therefore, either to own, or to deny. that doc 

trine, was foreign from the prophet's purpoſe, 
The ground of their complaint Was, that they, 
though not guilty, of the crimes. againſt which 
God denounced temporal” puniſhment 3 in the Ss 


nai covenant, yet were uniſhed for the 3 Eg 


of their forefathers. The prophet, on this occa 
ſion, begins with foretelling i in the name of God 
that the Jewiſh diſpenſation, in which" the in 
quity of the patents was vilited upon the children, | 
ſhould be aboliſhed, ver. __ and that even, while 
it ſubſiſted, the righteouſneſs of a fathef: Wau 
not avail a ſon who did not imitate it, and, the 
crimes of a father would be of ho. ; preju ler 0 
a virtuous fon, ver. 10, — 18. He next ac alt: „ 
dbem, that notwithſtauding their former Idols 
tries and immoralities, if they would now feföft 
their ways, and keep God's ſtatutes, they thous 


7 


enjoy the life and proſperity promiſed*in "the "1 | 2 | 


had hitherto performed the righteouſneſs requires 
in that covenant, would forfeit all” title to oy 
_ bleflings of it, if they ſhould commit in Ion 7 
and do according to the abominatiöns "6+ AL 
wicked, ver. 24. In the whole of this hates, 
death certainly means temporal and tar 
evils ; and therefore life mult. as certainly” import 

temporal, proſperity. . "The" righteous. ard the 
wicked are not here celeajuel,” 'by the inwag 


nai covenant, ver, 21,—23: but that thoſe” 1955 5 


R of the ſpirit, or the want of theſe race „ 


t by their outward” abedience or diſobedience 


to the law of Moſes. | He i is a righteous man 1 


the ſenſe. of this chapter, „ who hatly note: te 
" voor the mountains, neither ai Luft 2 5 
158% o 


1 


| which w was right 1 in the 
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I ! Dire. a 
e 14 12 the idols of the houſe of Iſrae nei 
her hath defiled his neighbour's wife, nate | 
4. bath come near to a menſtruous woman, and 
* hath not oppreſſed any, but hath reſtored to 
* the debtor hi his pledge, &c.” ver. 6,—9. Of 
duch 2 one it is faid, ver. 22. < In his righteouf- 

< neſs that he hath done, he ſhall live.” i. e. he 
ſhall receive life on account of his good works: 


Whereas perſons. juſt, in an evangelical ſenſe, are 


entitled to etern life by the righteouſneſs of the 
auger 60 and live by faith. All therefore that | 


Fug 8 is, that a man, who, for 
a ages lflled the condition, and was enti- 
tled. to'the. be ts of the. Si 


COVE ant, may 
at laſt commit — | 


dneſs and d, 
no doubt, this has 1 5 be ned. One very 
ffeRing inſtance we have in oath, who. did that 
he of the Lord, all the 
days of Jehojada the prieſt, But, after the death 
of that good man, both he and his princes, who 
bad ſeemed equally zealous for religion, forſook 
God, and ſerved idols. They tranſgreſſed the 
commandinent of the Lord, ſo could not 
proſper. And, in the ſin that he had finned, 
their prince. N (8). But, will this prove, 
that one may eternally periſh, in whom the holy 
Spirit dwells, as a well of living water ſpringing. 
up to eternal life? By no means. I ie righte- 
auſneſs of the Sinai covenant, could be, and of- 
ten was Joſt. . But Chriſt's ſalvation. is lope ever, 
and his righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed {b). 
That I have given a juft repreſentation of Eze- 
eg Nein, the reader My. be further con. | 


40 2 Chron, xxiv. ; throvghout. 8 =, Ifa; li. 6. 
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pperity ſhould be invariably determined by theit ob- 
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0 ordit 
_ deprived his. people.of 17 7 natural 


their 
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5 2 Jt the al AR ng of the Sinai covenant 

is true, it is a dem tion of its divine origi- 


5 Moſes aſſures the Iſraelites, that their pros 


eglect — Ag — 2 you they 
were faithful to theſe, evety thing ſho L:.. 
with them; and that, TP unfaithful, we : 
ie dickated fuch afl e 

would Hanger _ | 
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pretence. of theſe. | nary provi have 
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another. Of all men in the world, Jos: mat a 
plead this, with the worſt grace. Their conſi- 
dence in God is chiefly built on their deſcent 
from pious anceſtors. And Moſes, their divinely 
inſpired lawgiver, expreſsly aſſerts, that the pe- 
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ture of the Chriſtian diſpenſation, asin thels-re- 
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ng garment. 10 
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no where enjoined, thoſe who want faith, ta 
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_ they were the N of God, yea heirs. of 


tighteouſneſs, vi, 17, 18. He. allures them, 
op their ſentiments about rites. and ceremonies _—_— 
differed, yet that both parties ated from an ho- [ 

neſt and truly . principle, and as. they 9 


: preſſion, xV. 14. I myſelf al 


4 at their eternal happineſs Was fecure: 1 | 
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iced in hope of the GO OM „„ 
who had received the ſpirit of adoption, the pi. 


God, and joint heirs with Chriſt, who-as they 
now ſuffered ſhows hereafter be glorified with 
him, viii. 15» 16, 17, He thanks God, that 
bad obeyed from the heart. the form of do 
trine that, had been delivered them,. and weis 
made free from ſin, . and become the ſervants f. 


lived to the Lord, ſo ſhould die te Hm, xiv." 6, 
7, 8: | Nothing can be ae than that en- 
0 am perſuaded | 

be. my brethren, | that you. ee . 185 
Many thing art wala to a Cee ah 

y re chat they were inwardly | holy, 


may be blameleſs.in the. day of our Lord ſeſus 
- Chriſt. Ver. 30. 28 him ate ye in Qn 
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you not Fog 25 75 1 5 of God, 
the ſpirit. of God'dwelleth in you. Ver. 25 
Al chings ate yours, "whether Paul, or Aj Pong, 
or Cephas, or the world, or life, or Yeath, or 2.0 


things preſent, ot things to come. All” a 


ow that wits ſhall judge the world,” and 
the world 4 be judged by you, are un. 
1 to. judge the malle matter? Ver. 11 
e are w 7 7e are ſanQified, E are a 
hed, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, band by the 
Irit 5 t of, qur God. He urges their” certain $7 
pect 445 20 90 reſurtet ion as an argument 
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ed. us, is God, Why, 1s 8 Wo. ſealed ub, nd 
= the earneſt of arts. 
For as much as 2. mn manifeftly 8 . 
4 de the epiſthe of pn "miniftered by us, 
Vritten not with ink, but by the ſpirit of Rd 
ing God, not in tables 1 8 but in flethily ta, 
ies of the heart, vi. 1 e ye not Uunequally . 
oked with A of Ros 85 what N 1 „ 
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8 es ; from Pau aul's - 'oth er epiſt] 05 4 aus Gh * 
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ſervant; bat u enz and if a'ſon, then am heir of 


God dhe Chriſt. vic! 1. Prethren, if a man be 


overtaken with a fault, yo whith ar ſhirimai, re- 
flore ſuch an one in the: fpirit of 
pare. Gal. V. 2, 2% 
meekneſs. Eph. 1. 1 
„ ye were ſcaled wir chat 
holy ſpirit of promiſe, which is the euneſt of 
our intevitdnde; until the redemption of the pur- 
chaſed Ne N Wherefore I alſo, after” that 
I heatd of 
0 unto 

for you. Phil. 1.6. Being conſident of chib v 
thing, that he which hach begun 2 
in you, will performs it unto the day of oil 
== AO 'Whetefore, 3 

as ye not as in 

fence only: — — te in my — 
wot? 000 your own ſalvation with fear and tem“ 
2 Fot ie is God who werketh/in' you” be 
A to to of his is goed pleaſure. iv. 
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Aith in the Lord Jeſus, and 
the ſaints, ceaſe pot to give thanks 
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8 oh yy mph Pan, 1 1 13. For 
this: cauſe alſo thank we God) Without can, 
becauſe: when ye received the; word af 'God that | 
ye heard oi ue, ye received it not a9 the word 
of man, but as it is in truth the word. of. Gal, | 
which effeQtually worketh in you that believe, 
Ver. 19. For what is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of. rejoicing ? Are: not even ye in the preſence of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, at his „ Ve 4. Ye, | 
- brethren, are not in darkneſs, that that day ſhould | 
oyertake you as a thief. v. 23, 44. Ihe "ey 
God, of peace ſanctify you: wholly; and 1 pray 

God your whole ſpirit. and foul and body be 
ſerved blameleſs unto the coming of our 2 
Jeſus Chriſt. Faithful is be that calleth you, 
who alſo will do it, 4 Thel. i. 3—5. be es 
nd hr pa increaſe. of their faith. and charity, 


| TR tell. 2 Theſf. iii. 3. But La. 
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acknowledging) abe truly godly alone, as; mem; 
_ becg;of the chriſtian Church. Peter, 1 epiſt. l 5, 
. 22. addrefles the diſperſed ſtrangers, a8 pelt 
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1 fog to offer . 1 es 


? = 2 IE x 


to you Send which: believe. l 


to whom he writes, as. having 


100 iii. 1. repreſen, it as the deſign of both bis 
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| is precious. -2 Pet. I. 1, 12s: Peter ren e N 
obtained like pre- 
cious faith with the apoſtles, as knowing reli-! 
gion, and as eſtabliſhed in the preſrnt truth: 


cauſe your fins are given you, becauſe ye rr ? 
known him that is from the beginning, becauſe - 
| ye have overcome that wicked one; and becauſe. | 


. Th. ver: 47, But the anoioting, which) yÞ 
= received of him, abideth " 1 nada Be 
| ſame anointing tescheth of 21 8d chinge; and , 
Wk and no lieg and even as it hath"taoghe! 
The ſpi irit and frame of the 7 — 2 HEE 
= & 1 ſhould) ; we ſuppoſe them 
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deſerſbed as! 7 6f pefſemw 
| - varied Io Chriſt by faich and love inwardly 
holy we mut eier fay, May Prog tires, 
no hypocrites were intermixed with che church; 
or that, tho” intermixed with it, they were no 

part of it. The firſt is improbable, "The in- 
tance of Simon the ſorcerer proves; that in 0. 
mittin 'to che church, the -Spoftles" did hot 


4 Ame the it of digen ſpirits: Paul | 
_- -confiders 4 res leg” that nent "light Bie 5 


their goods to feed the poor, and Their” 

be burned; who" yet watited charity, 1 Cor l. 
2 Ananias and irah,' Hymeneus'and Ales, 
| Auer were "for time deemed cer 
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* for chr fivontable- character en 


bers of the upoſtolie churches, od remove the 
prefer T. — N Dr. Taylor's ſcheme, let it 

; it would 5 o deprive that ſcheme | 

| 2 chief ſupport, the argument I mean from | 
whole churches being deſcribed as elected, faved, 

lanctified, &c. Beſides it is far from 2 wa + 
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it, when Paul wrote thus to the Fhilippians, 


have no man like ben who: will 


the things which Are Jeſus Chrift's.. - 
| Aﬀer all, we are 2 left to conject 


| cauſe, of the aſcribin ee e graces of the ſpirit to 
whole churches, in ef 


only, ho have an abiding principle of holineſg 
ate true members of the c 


rypt 3 and abandobed Aives, meanin 
— the Gnoſtics, who a lutle before 


replies, They went out from us, but” 


« us: but they went but, that 
made manifeſt, that they were not all of ur 


| They have indeed unjuſtly inte 
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united to Chriſt, and thereb 
ny . Theſe therefore wh 


was always true believers. — — ; 
mitive churebes. was;:not-ſe pure; as many paint 


ſpeaking. of Timothy, Phil. ii. 20, 21. For 1 F 
care for your tate. For all ſeek their own, not 4 
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ure the of a 


piltles. 1 Johnſii. 79. 55 
plainly. ſolves ene and aſſures us, that cheſs * 


hurch. "hetheathens ; . 
ſeem to have acuuſed the chriſtian church, as 
| „ men of the molt dor * 


ſeparated from the church. To this the apoſtle =o 


were not of us; for if they had been of us, 7 
| 66 they would no doubt have continued —— 1 
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| Theſe men were never true church -members: 
rwingled them 
nf Chriſtians, - Bur their | 
„ 'mneve? _ 
had a juſt claim to maketa part of i, n 
"We dhe garb: of it, and ſoemed . 
| of the World. For kD 
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 efteem them a8 Tas . edieinks | 
profeſſion is genuine. e 
_ £01 put away from among them, thoſe 
ofeſſion is diſcovered by their 


1 365 fuck, chriſtian charity forbids ; not, nay duty fe- 
= quires. On the other hand, in ſeparating 7 
DB ” corrupt church, we only ſe ar from it, in 
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dard in ee apoſtacy, 
prove that bad men were conſidered as chriſti- 
ans, nor that good men may finally fall away. = 
They were proper however on two accounts 
to awaken from carnal ſecurity, hypocrites ana 
ſelf deceivers, intermingled with, tho not truly 
members of the church: and to promote the 
good behaviour, and ſecure the perſeverance 
of real Chriſtians. An event may be abſolut y 
ſecured by the divine decree, and pet iniorder 3 
to bring it 7 hens! a particular mean may be ab- = 
folutely neceſſary. Paul had aflured tho@&in 3 
the ſhip with him, that there ſhould: be no loſs 
of any man's liſe among them, Acts xu. 22  Þ 
25. and yet when the ſhipmen wete about ee 
fy from the ſhip, he ſays. io the centurton, ne 
to the ſoldiers; except theſs:abide in the hip, ye 2 
cannot be ſaved,” ih. ver. 31. In like manner tho 
Chriſt gives to his TE eternal lifes and the 


hall never periſh, ar 3 r 510 3 
e 1 the r n . 
? $3. ts . 5 11 ' 5 & * JF 


22 et 76 5 155 32 

2 

ES 1 . VII. off w_ 797 

5 7 20 f ; 28 ir 715 . 15 + 2417 Eb 
= H Th much ſhall ſuffice-in- | | 


1 Dr. Taylor's general Ms, 1h 
m cauſe does not require it, yet fax: the Fuller. 79 
eonviction of fancere enquirers/ after truth, I mall! 
2 ſubjoin TR 0 elec- 
n, vocation, . adoption, and other 
dickings which the: "TT | terms: —— ; are 
be repreſents them, ; Fi £916 eee en e 
I begin with Kies e 2 
1 12 The church that 1147 5e 


7 


tere exhorted to make it ſure that 
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2 chat all things work t | 
ve God, to them that are the called 
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all, pores, Fe [brought :out of heatheniſm and 
invited to the privileges of God's people 7 In- 
deed the end of the Sch chapter of the Romans 
is fo full againſt the Doctor s hypotheſis, that his 
paraphraſe and notes upon it are a maſs of con- 
fuſion; and after all the freedom he takes to ſup- _ 
ply the text, it remains à plain contradiction io 
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from eternity, in which ſenſe the ph 
1 John ii. 1 Np b v. 1. For God's calling 


them by the 


$ 2. In what ſenſe Chriſtians are called, I 
babe explaiged, Sechen ie $ 3. 
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ipture to which 


for 


to his purpoſe ? and is this true of 


his favourite ſyſtem, that ſaints may finally pe- 


riſh. He ſays ( note on Rom. viii. 28.) Whatever 
befalls us, ſuppoſe we loye God, certainly con- 
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ed — — — Heb. i. 14. 
Heirs of the grace of liſe, 1 Pet. fü. 9. Heirs | 
to the hope of eternal liſe, Tit. iu. 7. 
Heirs of righteouſneſs, Heb. xi. 7. Heirs of the 
kingdom which God: hath promiſed, Ja. ii. 6. 
and as immediately follows, viii. 1 Heirs 
of God and joint heirs with Chr.. 
- - Chriſtians are repreſented, 1 Fer. fi. 3 . 
„ ain unto à lively hope, by a Kar- 
9 3 from the dead, to an in- 


But ot ama g p e contains: * Falleſs — 
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are born of God; and that all ſuch ſhalf finally 
2 Thus iii. 9, 10. % Whoſoever is bon 
„of God doth not commit ſin, for his ſeed re- 


„„ maineth in him, and he cannot ſin, becauſe hne 
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<« js born of God. In this the children of 
* are manifeſt, and the ehildren of the devil. Who—- 
„ ſoever doeth not righteouſneſs, is not of God, 
ce neither he that loveth not his brother v. 4. 
Whatſoever is born of God overcometh the 
« world; and this is the victory that overcometh 
2 the world, even our faith. Ib. v. 18.“ We know, 
thai dever 22 ge Joe Annech bott he + 
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| | uchett bim Not iii. 2455 Be- y 
<« loved; deere we Der of God, and it-doth” . 
c not yet appear what we ſhall be: but we know, . 
that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be like him; 


4&6 we ſhall ſee him as he is. The truth is, = "1 
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. calculatedto thwart Dr. Ta flor's ſcheme, Andone 7 
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hdence to aſſert, as that able critic does, c. 12. 
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gs of election, adoption, regeneration, 
F. to all profeſſed Chriſtians without ere 55 
tion, never raiſing. any 2 diffculey ab pn 5 5 
any hriſtian's intereſt or right to them, no 
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apoſtacy. However, it : muſt be owned he has 
managed this difficulty with abundance of ad- 
he has unjuſtly, accuſed. the. Calyinift Prins: for 5 
taking in the caſe of effectual calling, that, 1 
mean of feigning unſcriptural diſtinctions, his 


diener, that men may be born of God in a 
lte, and in a more eminent ſenſe, ch. 11. 5.219. 
For, if you inſert in John's epiſtle bern of G 
in the mi eminent . then, conſiſtently enough 
Wich that apoſtle, men of bad characters, and 
who ſhall finally periſh, may be born of God 
in the Jeſs. prolly ſenſe, to N the reſt of 
che apoſlles, when they ſpeak of adoptio: 
_ certainly, it is ſo: And that man muſt have a 

Vretched genius, who if allowed to add ds 
and ſentences to the bible, cannot bring it with 
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i refer 
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Teſtament which related to à typic 
tion, and in the New which relates to: the dir. 
penſation typified; becauſe it would 
abuſe of words, to expreſs by the ſame phraſes, | 
ideas not generically the fame. But he finds 
n difficulty” in-ſuppoſing, that to apoſtles of 

-Chrifweidiog under che ſame diſpenſation, affix 
to the ſame words ideas totally different, with- 
out giving the leaſt hint of this, to prevent men 
from doing, what without ſuch caution they un- 


* * : o 
. . 
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and appr 
nouxr, ſervice. and obedience; and furniſhed with 
extraordinary 
Here permit me to enquire, If cheſe expre 
ons have no higher an import, why did Chriſt 
tell bis diſciples, John xi. 10. * Ven are deat, 
but not all?“ Were 
appropriated to his ſervice, - 
extraordi 
Yet Ohriſt expreſly ſays, ye ate not all. iris, 
becauſe he knew there was''a hyp ng 


none fave true n were ' preſent: that: de 


2 ; | *- 0 5 5 5 N 
nete wa 
queſtions whether liberty 


Len, But whether it can, or cannot, Dr; Tay- 
lor, after ſtraining at a gnat on another occaſion, 
has in this inſtance ſwallowed a+ camel. He 
would not underſtand- elect, called, ſaved, erea - 


ted, ſons of God, Sec. differently-/in the O 


e a ſtran 


2 would do, I mean, er e h 

as ſpeaking of the ſame thing. n 
9 4. Chriſtians, according to Dr: Ti Wan * 
vi. $100. ate ſaid to de ee and ſanciiſied, 
becauſe by the will of God, they are ſet ait 
opriated in a ſpecial manner to his ho- 


means and motives to holineſs 
1 


not all eſpeecially 
nd furniſhed- wil 
means and motives to holineſs? 


ite a 


them; and it was not till Judas went out, 


8 5 bees and Love of Gab. our 


3 ee 60 TG $5 — 
the word . have ſpoken unto you.” 
2 It i 18 ſaid, 1 Cor. vi. 911. bo * Know 7e not 
that the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the King- 
46; dom-of (50d ? Be not deceived: neither for- 
e nicatots, nor idolators, nor adulterers, nor 
_ 14 effeminate, - nor abuſers of themſclves with 
EY mankind, nor thieves, ner covetous, nor 
e drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners ſhall 
3 inherit the kingdom of God. And ſuch were 
4 ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, but ye arc 
* ſanctißed, but ye are a in the name 
af the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpirit af our 
. Gad. Does not the oppaſition detween the 
character in dhe gib and ioth, and that in the 
124th: verſe ſtrongly imply, that the waſhed and 
ſanctiſied, were once the ſlaves of theſe ſhocking 
— ices, but after they- were waſhed and ſanRifed, 
did not, nay could not rem in n under thay preted- | 
- 0d thraldrom ?; . 1800 8 
Again it is faid, Titi inns 8 « For we « oer. 
40 {elves alſo were ſometimes f 


and d 
ſerving. divers lufts and plea- 


c dient, 6 
4e ſures, living is malice and envy, hateful and 
.. +. hating-one another. But after. that the kind- 


* . —4 


7 i mort cemain.: 2s 1 * — Teil, 2 
Se * MG diverſe -luſts . _ 
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cued from idolatry, 


, fJalvation/of the Gentiles, Rom. 4. 11. means 
their converſion: from 


tzhem from their iniquities, 


el heatheniſhidackneſs, bei 


8 K hen ned ee rf are i faidi tor _ 
fave this-accordirig to aur author (Ly, ch, vi. 
F 78.) means no mare than that they were ref. 
and , brought into the hight. 
and privileges of the goſpel.— -I acknowledge, 
men ate ſaved, when they come to the know» 
ledge of tha truth, 1 Tim. ii. 4. But it is, when 
they come to ſuch a kidwledge of its certainty, 

cart — 4 


beauty, and ory, a f Es the h 
e 'a divine natüre- The 


--fin to God. For Urael's 
bn | faved, Roi. xi. 26. is explained by un- 

N bei tutned away from them A 
Jem might be avec ftüm pt? Hut 
Ohriſt ſaves his people from their 4 Matth. i. 
21. bleſſes them in turning away everyone; of | , 
1252 iii. 26. and is che 
author of eternal ſalvation to all them that obey 
him, and'to none elſe, Heb. v. 9. The 


2 ſalvation 2 therefore be far from the — * 
Pf. en 1 8 


; TI have ſhewn'more-at large, in 
what ſenſe * un. Savidur of the world, 
and Chriſtiaus partake of Eoin in the l- 


lowing Diſſertatibl n. 


1 7 7 Church members in 3 mai to be 
uſtified ' by faith. According to r. 
implie 


s no more than deliverance from the 
admitted into * 
church and covenant of God, and that general 
3 which Gad —_— to wan, ay world 


N or acquittance- at he! 


which we are told, is not by fait . ——— 


1 of a 8 9 Math. Es 


* 1 


Jam: 15 al A e ee 87 
of this notion, is; The Greek and 


5 © Dads: words, which we tranſlate ri 
when applied to God, frequently ſignify, 
5 8 inefs, merey, favour, by wich he — 4 


4 _- from enemy, danger, or evil: and hence 
= - 2 7525 the ine itſelf,» which 
wee benignity of God chu vouchfafes. Confor. 
1 . this, to be juſtiſied or made righteous, 
is 5 be ſaved from e 
bleffing, whether ſpiritual or temporal feht 8 
not therefore to be thought: — wi if Paul 
mould apply theſe terms, to the important Affair 
of our deliverance from heatheniſh datknek,; and 
_  adiniffioninto.the:church and cbvenagt of God; 
and the rather, decauſe by that vety word: the 
5 to Abraham i ſigni- 
Gen. xy. 6 becauſe. the admiſſioni of: "the 
2 into the church, is expreſſed in other 
3 ſtrong, e. g. being faved, Rom. * 
1. Ki. 26. I: Th , 16; . obtaining me mercy 5 
Nom. At. 30. 1 Pet. ii. 103 and the purpoſe of 
ene them into the church is: termed elee- 
tion, Rom ix. 11, 16. XI. 5, 6. Nor was 
= Paul's pains. in proving, that by: faith 'only” we 
| e- received into the church and .covenant” of 
T as the Jews ſo: warmly: inci 


cated, chat circumciſion and obedience to the 
law were -neceſlary INT. AN purpoſes (Ae ch. 
| 16, 17. * * bet 1 V ben 
bz "As dns general an granted to the hea- 
_ then' world; upon thei. profeſſed: faith; there is 
not be leaſt Sabin Tas it in the Bible. God 
| A condemn the | ſame + perſons. 
eveth not, tho? he may PR 
ndemn ye" There is now | 


ax as er, 4 are e in Chrilh:Je- 55 
ſus, who walk not after the fleſh, but after the 
1 irit. But againſt every one who-walketh after 
the fleſh, whatever his profeſſion be, a ſentence 
of condemnation ftands in full force. 1 need 
not however ſay much in oppoſition; to this:no- 
tion of juſtification, as it is another netiom of 
it ſtill lower, deliverance. from heatheniſh dark- 
of God, admiffion into the church and _— | 
of hich our a c rs t0 
2232 
To conkider all the texts he | as: cited, r 
that righteous ſignifies merciful and N 1 and 
mercy and benignity, wo - 
| E. 2 them, 3 either de- 
note juſtice in its common . acceptation ; f, a 
title to bleſſings, vrhether temporal, or foiritual 1 
or that, which ſounds a title to heavenly. bleſ- 


Lo” 
* 


In ſome of them it means vindictive juſtice, or 


cauſe of his people, and avengin them:on-theis 
Enemies. And this is the ſenſe FE it, Judg: v. 
11. Pfal. eiii. 6. If. H. 273 Ri. 1; lix- 16. 
Indeed, in the four laſt texts, the LXX. inſtead 
of Jute, have sAeu¹⁰ν,üpZç Gr. ente, Ag in 
other paſſages of that tranſlation, Iunt,,,˖,,‘M mar 
mean kindneſs or mercy... But it is ſufficient, 
that MPS has no ſuch fenſe in the Hebrew, 
except perhaps where it is intimated; that ex- 
treme necellity gives. a juſt: claim to ams. On 
which account, omon ſays, tou. tit 27. 
Withold nat good PI from the Lords there- 
of, i. e. from theſe, whom» God conſtitutes. by 
their neceſlity the Lords of the withheld good.. - - 
The miſtake of the LXX. might flow. from this, 
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| fings, even the ſufferings and obedience of Cheilt. 
the righteouſneſs of God, as pleading the juſt * Þ 
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either 
= ſin, 


i 
2 0 nd i in John i ii. . Dr. Taylor explains that i 


© Kequittance at the d 


„ Rahab the harlot's profeſſed faith in the C 
5 3 of Iſrael, juſtified bs her receiving the ſpies, 


1 84 which bo * ͤ inte 


y 


bit of good works, term alms P18.” See Light- 


yr 41. „„ 
- His attempt to 


e: for, in the paſſages cited by him, that word 


J entitled to the divine favour, or having 
dur character vindicated and juſtified before men. 
The firſt of theſe is the ſenſe of the word, in Ifa. 
25. As xiii. 39. and Rom. vi. 7. The 


thus: Was not Rahab the harlot juſti- 


in 2:86 fied, (i. e. delivered, or ſaved from the de- 
4 ſtruction in which Jericho was involyed) 'by - 

Works, when ſhe had received the meſſengers, 
. << and ſent them out another way.” I ſtay not 


to remark, the Dottor's 5 with him- 


ſelf, as he elſewhere aſſerts, that James, in this 
Chapter, treats of the ſecond juſtification, or final 
y of judgment. It is enough 
to my preſent purpoſe, that both interpretations = 
ure inconſiſtent with truth. The evident mean- 


ing of the apoſtle is, Was not the ſincerity of 


6c and ſending them out another way. urn 


| N to the immediately preceding yerſe : , See then 
d how that by works a man is juſtified, and not 
5 15 faith daly. JT: cannot ther 


e mean 
delivered 


with that ſcheme, which afterwards Aiſtinguiſh- : 
_ .edtheiſett of the Phariſees, imagined was alms, 
7 and other acts of merey. Juſt as the Talmu- 

dical writers, from the ſame notion of the me- 


foot bore Hebraicz ad Matth. vi. 1. and Luke | 


prove, tat eee os ET 
. 7 to be ſaved or delivered, is ſtill more fer- 


niſies, being acquitted from the guilt of | 


* 


mean. pe more than- _ — 


22 the pu 


8 | election means the 


0 — 


ne en ro ß , tt on i, 


1 02 is — ro 5 charge he 
* ale er _ C i 
the derer, * 8 erfore, 1 ads, 
 wauld not argue, t . 
d by works, from „ 


deen not ſpeak 
, Ta ern ente o 
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upon men chureh . 
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But che Aer N hs 1 epiſile- whe Re. 
mans is a ſufficient conſutation of the notion, that 
juſtification by faith does not ſecure acquittance 
at the day of judgment. The apoſtle having 
Eſtabliſhed in the preceding chapters, that grand 
and important doctrine ot Chriſtianity, that: 4 
man is juſtified by faith without theigeeds'of the 
N the fifth-chapme], the hap- 
pineſs of the juſtified, particularly in verſe * 
a ng dere e abe And that 
| _ thisjoy 5 had a ſolid foundation, or, in.other-words, 
that the juſtified:could\not- fail of "ifidining « 
nil life, fe proves from four arguments. - 
eauſe even-tribulation, which was 4 ws — 
the Sinai covenant, — 1 to believers in Jeſus a 
real blefling, ver, 3 (2.) 8 2 5 
which Got Rn, ; "i And, in conſequence” of 
Which, they ſhall be eternally-bappy, is aſcer- 
_ tamed to them, and the joyful ſenſe of it thed 45 
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, ver. S. 
at the end. (3.) If che effect of the death of 
Ohriſt was, that thereby u y ſinners and ene- 
mies were juſtified and reconeiſed: much more, 
through the life of Chriſt, ſhall thoſe now e- 
1  Conciled, be eternally happy, ver. 6— 11. The 
Doctor himſelf tus — 2 the latter part of 
Vert 10 Much more now, that we are actu- 
ally turned t Gd; by geceiving the g ſpel 
% preached to us; may we aſſure ourſelves, 
e ſhall obtain ecernat falration, by that tte. | 
4 20 to which our Saviour is exalted““ 
(4) If by Adam's ſirſt ſing not 2 ſentence | 
of 'conderanation n . ſterit W b 
| am” e 7 ED noe of 0 8. N IT Es 
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them, in — "of —— a beit th imp pute 
to them, much more ſhall the bleſfings e 
by Chriſt's obedience, he conferred on all for 
| whom he Ae * b the whole of that Eo 


ter A vey different turn. ae to him, 
ver. 11-27. contains a third argument, that . 
vine grace and juſtification reach to all mankind, 
even — Gentiles as well as the 
which may be reduced to this ſyliegilm. 2 
conſequences of Chriſt's obedience * 
as thoſe of Adam's diſobedience; But the con- 
ſequences of Adam's diſobedience extend"'to alt. 
_ mankind. ' Therefore, ſo do thee - 127-4 
_ Chriſt's obedience. Need I telt my reader, what 
is extremely * that — would . 5 
ing a thing, by taking it for granted? För, if 
1 Jews denied, that d the Gentiles were juſtified 
by faith, they equighly denied that Chriſt's obedi- 
ence was the fougda jon of juſtification nb vo 
rivileges 3 imaginin unded, 
peers on their own = the e of thi re- 8 


be or and to al the bleſlings e glory, 
through the blood and merits of Teſs, has been. 
fo fullyivindicated, and the diſtinction ef a firſt 
and ſecondary juſtification; ſo thoroughly refuted, 
by a multitude of Staig and Lutheran ais, 
in heir Writings E and Arminia 
fy 
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1 or's poaipous collection of texts, 
: nerit particular remarks” as on 2 ſuperficial 
. w, they may —— mu. 


= ae 1 ye — And i 8. Ye. * 
7 (&9, — No. $ 158. Lee F his 5 — doubt — 
” to infinyate, that ſome in the church of Corinth 

lived after the ſleſh, and were habi 
Had that been indeed the caſe, after — 
hog ſolemnly declared, that the unrighteous and 
are excluded from the kingdom of 
God, would he have added ? Such were ſome of 
1, hut ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctißed, &c. 
9 I. e, once yeu were among the unrighteous and 
„ voluptuous, but now ye are of another and a bet- 
© _ _ter- ſpirit and behaviour. Would he not rather 
= Gt of rh ry a8 truth and miniſterial faithful- 
1 8 2 equir 1 * wm _ . 


—— 


unjuſt. 
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„ e e that 


1. And I, brethren, could ———— 
unto ſpiritual, but ag unto carnal, 
babes in Chriſt. By carnality 


be [wins the 


ceere Chriſtians.can ſeldom got 2 
gain; The doing wrong 
. which he charges — was going 5 
their brethren, before unbelievers, 1 Cor. vi. 6 
| —$. This was doing wrong to the church, 
and defrauding it of due honour ; far it was inſi- 
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a fault, yet, probably, not a preſumptuous one. 


here, in fact, there is Dane... 

The apoſtie fi 
1 of in the 
falling from grace, and of having Chriſt becom 


8 166.— The meaning of the firſt 
dently this. Having embraced: Chriſtianity, and 
received in 3 of this the ſaving anflu- 
ences and miraculous gifts of the ſpirit, y you 
think to perſect your condition by r 
that carnal diſpenſation, in which there was no 


ſage is not an addreſs to true Chriſtians. 


777 es ET OY 


ci 


2235 | 


ye cannot do the things that ye would. * 5 
is epiſtle to e explain itſelf, i. 


even as unto 


« weakneſs, not the want of 2 principle of divine 
. life in their hearts. And from this carnality, 


daily experience ſhews, the greateſt part of — 8 . 


nuating, that there was not à wile. man among 
them, able to judge between his. brethren... Ant | 
+ often be doing wrong to the brother, f 
with whom they went to law. Tbis was ſurelx 


Bell. intereſt, as well as a bribe, blindeth the eyes | 
of the e _ 


the. Geletians in rent | 
fleſh, Gal. 1 in 


of no effect to them, Gal. v. 4. Ky, promemy 
is ei- 


returning to 


ſuch miniſtration of the word ?— The other paſ- 
He had 


indeed faid to them, ver. 2, If ye de circum- 


Foy. 
< 46 CEO. 
„5 


f R the knowledge 


3 7 ear, PEN — 
with à godly jealouſy. Fer Nee entertained | 
hopes of 'them, ver. 10. “ 1 have confidence in 

„ you through the Lord, that 
* otherwiſe minded. From them he turns to 
*Tuch, who, —_— the had not renounced” the 


© gpoſtacy,' ver. 3, 4. For I teſtify again to ev 
«© man chat cel; that he is 5 


. to the whole lat. Chriſt is become of no 
4 effect unto you, whoſoever of you are juſtified 


b the law, ye are fallen from grace,“ i. e. ye 
"are fallen from the doctrine of grace. 
© he returns' : HW tne Chifions, wh 
* whom he had thus wa 
For we, thr 
76 of righteouſneſs by faith.” * 
2 Peter ti. 22—23. ſpeak 


"had" eſcaped the pollutions of the world through 
of ' Chriſt, and were again en- 
_ tangled therein and overcome, and after having 
known the way of righteouſheſs, have turn 
aide from the holy commandment. 
xi. § 215. — lt ſpeaks of men who had done fo. 
Bat leaſt we ſhould imagine, that theſe men were 


7 - "ever real Chriſtians, renewed in the ſpirit of their 
minds, he affigns it as the cauſe of their apoſtacy,, 
chat their doggiſh and ſwiniſn nature had always: 


© remained" the fame, and that their reformation 


aud good behaviour was moeetly external, ver. 22. 


44 I is Happened to them according to the true 
proverb, the dog is turned to his vomit again, 
. And n e that was s waſhed, t to her in 


"ou in de mite.” . 2 
of 20 1 2 | bs 8 8 Faul 
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ye will be none 


Ch apoſtatized from the true 
- goſpel of Chriſt, or were enticing others to ſueh 


And _ 


5 KN who 


* Key, chap. 


* r 4 
8 158 : 
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leges, tough different, are 3228 con- 
for the Doctor's purpoſe 3 but, I. 2 
elect may 


man's 
kind may eternally periſh, and 
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Paul- ehe Timothy, 2 eie, 1 
« all things ſor the Niese ſake, that they 


lory.“ This ſhews, it is one 
and another thing to obtain 


8 


lorys; Key ; Chap; Ki. : ndaubtedly it 
co" does it al 2 that, (thoſe — 


ed 2% 10 prove this, would have 


fo eaſy. This paſſage m mote 1 = 
8 ar of 8 Tee Chiiſt's en- 
ring u ring. t mig q 
ſalvation, proves, - that,the-who 


reapno glory 
From -aſtonifhi ing trabſaction. % 21940 80460 
ET, De- Taylor's ſcheme obliges him to con- 
ſcet grace to perſevere in religion 1 privi- 
lege not . neceſlarily connected with election, 
adoption, vocation, yy other. — which 
he calls antecedent: but as conſequent bleſlings, 
depending on the precarious condition of our im- 
provement of the antecedent bl Ss, common . 
to all Chriſtians. . Accordingly, he g aces, in his . 
collection of texts relating to anteeedert bleſ- 


2 s, theſe following: 1 = i. 8. Who - 15 


| Il alſo confirm you to the end, that ye may 


„ be blameleſs in 3 day of our Lord jeſus 
6 Chriſt... 1 Fheth v, 23s 24-.. & And the very 5 
«© God of peace ſanQify you wholly : and I pray 


« God-your Shale ſpirit and ſoul, and body, be 

. blameleſs unto the coming of our 
2 eſus Chriſt. Faithful is he that calleth 

you, Ow alſo will do it,” 2 Thell. ii. 3. 


ut the Lord is is faithful, who ſhall ann mn 
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and unalterable oblig ations men are rem. to lone 
| Jod. To one inſenſible, that the law _ 
ff God 18 deny juſt, and good, and that his 
Volstions of —— ſerv ure rl 
uniſhment, the tidin 2 Saviour will appear 
A inſult, 20 24 favi oy 7 the Lufferir pe 
that Saviour,” in the roc of ſihners,” will” cad 
ſuch a one vote of admiring the tremendous 

juſtice and purity of God, to ſuſpect him 
of cruelty, re — merties are over all „ 
other works. Mr. Glaſs juſtly obſerves, 79 
mom, e. 5. 5 3. That wit bout a Work of th 
law upon as ſcience 
: glad tidi 

8 14. ut 1. | | 
truths, which. it is evident from Scripture, ſaving | 
faith either directiy aſſents to, or neceſſarily ſuppoſes. 
It is for wiſe ease no ſuch Hſt is ee in 
the ſacred vractes! It might 4 iprovet a fatal 
temptation to many to reſt content, Wich Tortte - 
general belief of teſe ſirſt ptir iciples of the oracles 
of God, inſtead of growing in the Knowledge off 
Jeſus Chrift. Fer the 1 2 reaſon, the Bible 


tells us not, though many divines have attempted 


to tell us, how near v approach 
ders of wickedneſs without committing '1 
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;/ men'will light. . 4 
ings of ſalvation.” e ee, 
retend not to collect a lf" the | 


w. far we may be overcome by fin and ra, 
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juſt Küren evan. 1. 15 3 1. hae: faith i ihe 

ear of the foul; -and that Hemer e 4 
| perceiving! Oy. C. ver. 186. 

2. Receiving Chriſt; where its put for faith, 
is nothing elſe than receiving the -teſti- 
mony concerning Chriſt. In almoſt al languages, 
_ the metaphor of receiving, is often applied to 
bearing, learning, believing.” Thus Heſychius: 4. 
viris doctrina claris, p. 13. os" win Tapzreearres 
$5: 5Sav70%! Nr Eneid. II. 65. Acuipe nunc 
Danaum i Sulpicius Severus,” Dial. I. pag. 
128. «A hens viro Joanne verbum ſalutis ac- 
44 cepit;?*-> The ſame phraſeology, is uſed both 
in the Old: and New Teftament, Prob. i, 3. ii. 
1 . 10. Matth. xäi. 14. Acts xvii. 11. 1 Cor. 
xi, 23. Xv. I 3. Gal. i. 9, Philp. iv. 9. And 
faith is expreſsly deſcribed as à receiving Gods 
teſtimony concerning his Son, John iii. 323 33. 
1 John v. 9. As a gladly receiving Peter's 7 5 
Acts fi. 25 And nd eng a the word of 
"ROE Xi. 3 #4 L 2 5 N 

| Receiving Chriſt therefore; -Jotus i 115 12 2. — 
A receiving him 'as the light of the world; ver. 
4=9 5 1 0 he was 'chiefly by his death and 
lagern 8, as by theſe he witneſſed to and mani- 
feſted tl ang 4 in a manner peculiar to 3 
as 1 Y pf . AE Saviour .; men. 


— . they believed . 


1 not his 3 "which ad not have been to his 
_ purpoſe, if believing his words and „ him _ 
bad not meant one ou 8 _ 


1 


— 


5 r him, means receiving ot believing the 
doctrine of the apoſtles, John iii, 20. Matth. 


' Huded in receiving. hrif . 


221% at ied * 
A 5 
„ 3 
* 2 ET * : 
< $6 Lathe? 
3 x 

: oe” wo 


- {Our Lan kimtelf 55 ak 3 eee N 


x. 40. He that receiyeth y., 'receivetb me, 
68) OE 8 TRIER me, _ eceiv 


8 from them — of Get, Ade viii. 1 
And rejecting Chriſt is ee Jn xii. 4 
as à not receiving his words. Conſequently to 
wo Chriſt, is to receive theſe ane. 2 11 "IL 
. gcknowledge' the. 13 of Sei. 


Nor will 1 peremp- 


deny, that in ſome Scriptures, receiving if £ 
may fignify, the heart chuſing, and the af 5 
ions acing and cleaving to Thriſt as our = 
Prophet, Prieft, and King ; ; and the Whole 19 = = 
ſentir toy appro + of," and! delighting in 
to Saviour, and in the goſpel ſcheme. of ſalva- 
. through bim. But then, in theſe Soriptures, 
thing different from faith, though 
1 readily allow-intimately-conneQed with, inſep - 10 
rably ere ot neceſſarily flowing from ſaitb, 1 
And therefore eſſential to the Chriſtian chatatter. 223 
1 beljeyer is aequainted with theſe aQings f 
ſoul. They are hot faith. Let that is no rea- 1 ſen 
1 for treating them ludierbuſſy. There may be 
round for the cenſure paſſed oh the learned Mr. ing 
; e ee Sober Enpuiry, c. 3. Some teem MF Fay, 
5 8 * ** was like a, materia! 6 
ich cannot be : ynleſs it change . 
8 an 2 ht” 


4 


n 


ing 


£ nor without a 3 wie 
«, it "inte one's: cuſtody and pollcfion,. as part-of 
e his g and utenſils; an abſurdity. ſo obvi- 

“ ous, that one would think to mention it were - 
« to confute it. Vet Lam.perſuaded, that we Þþ 
nerable divine will agree with me, that the ims 1 
proper ſtile in which a good thing has been ſome: 
times repreſented, and the wrong name that has 4 
been given it, will not vindicate thoſe, Whether 

Calviniſis or Arminians, who have lately dreſſed 
it in a as aca coat. Even. wiſe and good men, by 
oderat to guard againſt. one extreaie; : 
are. ofren apt to fall is into another ales perneious. 
3. There is ſtall less difficulty: in explaining 
| thats 822 in which faith Hows 0 be b 
preſented by eating or drinking, and ganticularly ; 
ja eating Chriſt's fleſh and drinking his blood. | 
Any thing that either improves or comforts.the 5 
mind, is termed its food. Cicero ſays o H. 
trius Pha ens ch 85 de in. « Animi cultus erat A 
% ej quaſi. cibus.” Wickedneſs is repreſerited as 
the n of the ungodly, Job ax». 14. And the . 
graces of ſaints and the convesſion of the wicked 
zs repreſented as our Saviour's-food, Gant, iv, 1 
v. 1. Rev. iii. ohn iv. 32, . becauſe he I 0 AY 
rejoices in eld. 1 whick is not bread, Is ö 
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* Iv. 2. is that which can afford the foul ns 8 

3 improvement, no ſolid and ſubitantial pleaſute. 

A But with peculiar propriety; truth: is repre» —— 
# ſented as meat and drink to the ſoul, and know» © - 
4 ing, believing, and conſidering the truth, as oats. . 
p ing and drinking... Fhes Feste r erp? 
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n Nene bibat celle! ber been, 1 
1 * a Socratioo plenus.” — — I 
1 2 | 


ad of 


And it 4 ebe amdog ee Mk inſte 9” 
ſaying, Maſter, we come to be thy hola, to („ 
" fay, Maſter, we come to drink waters from thy i 0 
well (). Hence, waters are often a ſymbol 1 © 
mc goſpel revelation, e. g. Pſal. xIvi. 4. Iſa. | 


_ xliv. 3. Tech. xiv. 8. Joel iii, 18. Ezek. xlviii *. 
1. wi eating and drinking often denote, faith . 1 
joyfully aſſenting to and contemplating the ward | | 
of grace. See Prov. ix. 5. Cant. v. T. Ia; ly, 
1. IXV. 13. Jews: xv. 16; John vi. 504 vii. 37. 
Re. xxii. 17. The glad tidings of ſalvation pub- 
liched to all nations are the accompliſhment of 
chat promiſe, Iſa. xxv. 6. And in this moun- 
«tain ſhall the Lord of hoſts make unto all 
$© people a feaſt of fat things, a feaſt of wines 

: n the lees, of fat re full of marrow, of 
«© wines on the lees well refined.” When theſe 
glad tidings are underſtood and believed, the 
meek do eat and are ſatisſied, Pla), xxii. 27. 'they KF. 
taſte and ſee that the Lord is good, Pal, xxx. My 
9. Chriſt's fruit is ſweet to their taſte, Cant. TT 
i. 3. yea, with joy they draw water out of 
| wells of ſalvation, ' Ia. xii. 3. and this af- 
- fords an eaſy interpretation of what our Lord 
ſays, John vi. $4, 55. Who fo eateth my 
- «fleſh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal 
* life, "und I will raiſe him up at the laft day. 
For my fleſh is meat indeed, and my blood is 
drink indeed.” It is the doftrine of Chriſt 
-- crucified, not the material fleſh and blood of 
- Chrift, which is here aſſerted to be the food of 
che ſoul. Hence, our Lord adds, ver. 63. It 
s is the ſpirit that een, the fleſh Oey 


0560 See Sclbngenii' Air Hebraica in John i iv. 14. 
and Univerſal 3 3vo. edit. vol. . 
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veakciunto. y 
4 they are ſpirit, and they are life. The ſcope 
of that diſcourſe, as is intimated, ver. 29. Was 
to recommend faith; and through. the whole of 

" it believing. and eating are {ſynonymous exprefli- 
ons, and have the ſame. things aſcribed to them. 
Thus what is aſſerted of belicving, ver. 40: is 
aſſerted in;almoſt the ſame words of eating ay 5 
fleſn and. drinking his blood, ver, 8. 

In conſequenceof this ſpiritual eating and E 
ing, Chtiſt the bread of life, i. e, the; doclrine 
of the perſon, offices and ſufferings. af rag o 
abides John vi. 563 rm ye lives: Gal. ii. 20 

ph: i Wo 6. 0 Py in, beli wht ne 125 is; a. 
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+ 


(i If- this Fr of 9 5 ig! ee and 
0 285 in the ſoul, appears ill grounded to any, let them . 
attend to what follows, + Chriſt abiding in us, ant his 

words abiding in us, are uſed as ſynonymous. enpveſſtans. 
John xv. 5, 7 Parallel to theſe are thezexpreſſions 1 John 
11, 24, 27+ of that abiding in Chriſtians, which they ha 
| heard from the beginning ; and of that anointing which 
teacheth them-all ot abiding in them. Tue ee, 
preſence of Chriſt as is every here Andias u 
the heavens muſt receive him: till the time of the reftitu 


tion of all things. bythe: e is F with his ee in a 3 


gracious manner, by E. 
nid by the influence of ks ſpirit. | Th of _ 
_ new'birth, by which Ebel is ane in — go Per. 
1 1 * John i it. 9. And where theſe ave addy 
E. ered and believed, they are alſo the grand means of 
advancing real Chriſtians in conformity to God's image. 
2 Tim. iti. 17. Hence we are often reminded, how im- 
portant it is to continue in Chriſt's words, John viii. 32. 
to abide in the doctrine of Chriſt, 2 John 9. and to con- 
tinue in the things we have learned. 1 Tim, in. 23. 
Chriſt crucified is not only tbe way, the. alone medium of 
acceſs to God, and acceptance wit him, the truth firmly 
believed by every Chriſtian, but the lie, the the dectrine 
which imparts — — ou 1 bag ok to * ö 
13 | 
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5. 1 
2 Pet. ii. 1. Rev. vii, 1e Onh 1 
it is not they that dial e 
br chriſtian experience, but the water that it in 
them, that is, the truths” of: the firſt be- 
_ !lieved by the es, and then imparted: to their 
_ thearers,. which become to theſe hearers, ſpiritual . 
drink, or the means of nan, om; 5 in 


* 54. 8 to Chriſt, © of read 

11. Aly, 24 ly 1. ** es vi. 3 23 37 448 5 
vii. 37 Alv. 63 V. {eter the immediate fruit 8 
et fairh, rather than faith itſelf. It js the ſeck- 


„ e $52 e 1508 5 ew 568 
21 1 Te le 5 JL age 24 5 Fa . n 5 11 8 5 
0 „ The e which We me a 
7 commundinent, ae I know that bis commandment is 
«life everlaſting: The doQrine. of Chriſt not only 
. | rings © light life and immortality, and the way that 
le to them, but is the means in the hand of the ſpirit, 
4 in, ſtr e ſpiritual life, which 
ä Wall at laſt be com 4 a hfe of glory. | With the. 
utmoſt juſtice ore, did Peter ſay to our Lord, Jom 
vis 68. ts; Thou haſt the words of eternal life.“ And 
Chriſt himſelf: addrefling the Father, John zvii. 3. ſays, 
„ This is hfe eternal to know thee the only true God, 
e and Jefus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent. Job ſpeaks, 
Tin. 21. af ring” of the word being found in him, and 
Jobw'x; op. iii. - deſcribes Chriſtians as (34208 
ed, i. e. wo 8 
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manner dra wi r to God, coming 
= = * eoming to God thro 
ions * Faith; but of he 
— GUS thro' the Redeemer 
| Dane the .exhortations 
n wage 1. % with 
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lp ast come to m. 


5 ' bare belief 9 — ' 
3 to eternal life, then | 


„ liſe before he dame to him, and if ſo, he bas 
„ no need to come to him at he might have 
« life. 9: Our Saviour directed his "diſciples AZ 
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4 | 
e pardon' of daily | 
n is not 40 


cc tran; — (if in ths rey Nase 


dee be; e If pardon is had by a bare be- 


e lief of the barg truth, we are not in the be- 
lief of the truth to aſle k -pardon in the name 3 
« of Chriſt, becauſe we afe e pardoned. already. 
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for Cari of which webave a promiſe, or ppp ©] 
we Are already entituled, the above rea 0 ning * 
unanſwerable. But, chis, the objector has too 
much acquaintance with the Bible to aſſert. 9 4 
had promiſed to David, 2 Sam. vii. 16, that his 
houſe and kingdom ſhould be eſtabliſhed; for 
ever. And yet no ſooner did Nathan intimate to 
David that promiſes than we find bim i 
as ver. 25. And now, O Lonp God, the 
oy i ond het thou haſt ſpoken'concetning thy fer- 
«, yank, and concerning his houſe, e ih it 
4 for ever, and do as thou has ſaid.“ "hk Was 
aſſure an angel ol God, that avs; mould 
de no loſs 'of any man's life that ſailed in the 
ſhip. with bim. Acts xxvii. 41-425. And yet 
when the ſhipmen were about to flee qut of the 
 ſhjp, Paul tells the Centurion, except / theſe abide 
in the ſhip, - ye cannot be; ſaved; ver! 30, 31. 
The app! Nn of theſr rematks is obvious. 
Ungodly, ſinners, upon beheving in Jeſus; are 
tuled thro his. righteouſneſs, do the, pardon of 
dia, 40 the influences of the ſpitit, and to eternal 
glory. 35 nay, the final PI efſhon of theſe . 
is enſured to them by the- pαmiſg of Gene Net 
this does not, hinder, „being put in aclual 
poſſeſſon of them gradually, and in — of 
| 2 prayer of faith, and other means! 2; (hoot! © 
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55 1. 'B U 1 4585 2 faith of God? select di 
from that of others, on mL in the thing 


aſſented to By go means. Tbe nature and 
foundation of the aſſent in him who has ſaving 
ix "+ 3 | : faith, 


wo 3 *. "BP T 
We 5 3 4 ff $55, no 
0 jokes Or, | "> 
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o ere „ ee 49 00 


e is. „ d iferene 3 ee hates - 
foundation of the aſſent in ſelf.deceive ts, 1 
Self. deceivers may have orthodox ſentiments 
of religion. They may underſtand all — - 
and all knowledge, and yet want ebarity, 1 Cor. 
xiii. 2. And what they thus underſtand,” they 
ay alſo believe; being convinced by mitacles 
other external evidences, that theſe myſteries 
are indeed a divine revelation. Many 8 


Chriſt's name, when they ſaw the miracles Which 


he did, to whom Jeſus would not commit 73 5 


ſelf, becauſe he knew all men. John fl. 23, 24. 

Shall we then ſay, that ſaving faith is not 
founded upon evidence, and that it afſents to 
truth it knows not why ?—— That would con- 
* tradit the apoſtle's aſſertion, Heb, Xi, i, that 
faith is the evidence ee of things not ſeen, 
1. e. furniſhes.the mind with convincing/evidence 
of objects inviſible to the bodily eye: and Chriſt's 
_ promiſe, that the ſpirit, ſhall e 1 


the world of fin, of ri hteouſneſs, 2 d of judg- 


ment. John xvi, 8. The word ſignifies to con- 
vince by Way of demonſtration, or 1 ts mani- 


feſt the evidence of à truth, that it hall appear 


unreaſonable. to entertain. the leaſt doubt of it. 
Ee x95 fs £5749, ſays Ariſtotle, Rhet. ad Alex: c. 


14.5 He pn α,ỹ A, K AN ure t wes 
azyouer, The ſpirit takes from the ſcripture, he 


grand evidence of faith which he had lodged 
there, and carries it to the hearts of the elect, 
and then the light and power of divine ot * d. 
apprehends and otercomes the foul, LA 

no longer. reſiſt. 7 


$ 2. That — . is no nh " 


"the glory and excellency of the goſpel ſcheme 
of revelation, © manifeſted by the hoh 
fuch a manner, as ROO, full conviction, ” 
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m eſo glarious:could/h ne 10ne but God 
ithor (I). If the goſpel be bd, — 
That there ian e ceflency in the goſpel, which 
l produtes a faving conviction of its divine 
original, nas been largely proved by Preſident Edwards, in 
his valuable treatiſe on religious affections: tho that great 
man from his ſermons on juſtification, ſeem: to have pla- 
ced faving faith in the Adios of the Will. "This is not the 
only mſtance in which writers of ſueh diſtinguiſhed abi- 
_ ities//m/proving one thing; lay the: foundation for iproy- 
. e not only > * thoughts, hut op- 
te to_their ſentiments. Profeſſor of Utrecht, 
In 15 his differtation on the formal act of fai raith, plates it ĩn 
the conſent or acquieſcence of the will in the golpel ſcheme 
vf ſalvation. And yet in his commentary on the N | 
of John, and other critical. has evidently 


that the deſcriptions of _ faith, whi are generally tlic — 
23 choice and a | LoNy, are E to denote. 'T ow. 
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OM ob buen gd __ bis eeſtim ny « | f Mats 


© There | 
s ab extriafic N for Sent f from 8 _ 
wc 8 op the mouths ef g inſayers, make men at- 


1 85 — 3 no ways influenced by the goſpel in 
| they privtice, having never diſcerned the glory, or felt - 

He pdwer of divine truth: for many fuch have as clear 
Vin, And as much thirſt for philoſophical knowledge as 
other men. But the faith whereby men are ſaved, is not 


ber, This may be, and is clearly perceived 
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1 To by, und does not ſtand upon this extrinſic evi- 


wn of t on 1 1 ht and evidence which ſhines in the 
der af, and which when beheld, in fo far 
| 4 1 56 thy Ae Feng: mere conform chem 

2 e els reveal . None can ſay, it is impoſſible 

Tay vids ſhould. reveal his, mind and wil and give abun- 

dant evidence that it is he that ſpeaks in the . e. it- 
ſelf, gr that it is impoſſible, that by means of this 
actin „he ſhould form the minds of thoſe, whom he 
woultt os ee * into /a ſuitableneſs to _ 
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men pe e abit. hy hid from t 


whoſe hoe the God ofthis world hath blind * 


ed, leaſt the light of the glorious goſpel of bei 
ſhould: e 1 iv, 4. Where 
the goſpel is diſcerned in its native utes; and 


faving change on 
give the light of the 
iy A dhe face of Jeſus 
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Chris — Ke father's anti; e hw 
glory, t e men 7 Si 8 8 the 3 | 


8 eee my 3 


that they now ſurel 
ther, and Winden by 
The grand facts. f 
Luke, chat TI 


eophilus might know the cettaint/ 


Luke id: Andy John, that men mig 
ligve that Jeſus is the Chriſt the Son of 
ing God. ehm xx. 31. Remarkable ris: 


to thee this day even unto thee! Have” 


rieten ante che eneellent hgs un -pouneib 
might make thee 


Kd ind kho Hedge f that 1 
ec Hndw the cettaſgty of the words of truth, 


that thou mighteſt anſwer the worde of wo 


te them that fend ante heel“ Here it is plain 
y aſſertedy ehnt the extellency of 'council and of 
knowledge, which appear in che written word, 
was ſtaniped upon it it for this very end, that from 
viewing chat encelleney, men in 


raged to ttuſt in the LRD. Aus that the glory 
and exeellency of divine truth; ſbeuld actual 
9 this Set, we deurn 
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glory, 7 Nr remain, and ſouls cannot | 


no the 
certamty of the ede 'of ruth, and be encou- 


of the things wherein de had: been -inſtruted.| = 


mon's words, rev, Xi IgG 21. That: 5 | 
+ truſt ma be in the Lowe, I: have mide known | 
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def the Long: for: great is the gl 6 


r. 0Þ;the' i 
„ Lonb.“ The whole pache of Jen wah: for 
man's ſalvation, ſhall appear ſo glorious and 
worthy of God, that the word which reveals. 
_ theſe paths ſhall be entertained as; faithful and | 
worthy of all acceptation, ad ſhall fill che heart 
with. joy E hep 
rit of revelstion, by this martglous 
light, diſcovers ſuch unparalleled. beauty and ex- 
 cellency, ſueh divine gloty, in the perſon, offi- . 
ces Dateien of mos AS; commande con- 


aa foul. 2 . e . 
pleaſantlyi conſtrained to believe; on an unſeen. 
Saviour, 2 20d 7 8 ein him * | 
unſpeaka &- lO Wy. 4 : 
7 —— work is to conſider thę ſoun of the 
Chriſtian's faith, not hat of his love and joy, 
This ſubject has been well illuſtrated. 75 Dr. 
Oven, an the divine original a an authority 10 5 
- the. ſcripture, Ouf. 1659. andi in his — 4 en- 
 tizuled,! the reaſon of Faith, Lond, 1677, 1 chan 
tranſcribe a few hints, from the laſt; % The 
"A reading the law bef re all Iſrael, was the grand 
means by which their children in all gone. 
. rations, might hear and learn to fe the Lord 
**, cheir, God, Deut. xxxi. II is ſup- _ 
4, poſeds. fer. Xxiii, 28, 29, that there, 5 aliens 
«and. efficacy in ſcripture, which, ſufficiently - 
< manifeſts its divine original. Nay our — — 
Luke xvi. 2731. evidently ſuppoſes, that 
2 4 who. is not perſu dl BF this Fake and 5 
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% known(the:: myſtery of ſalvation; is deſeribe dl,. 
«« as the grand means of bringing men to the 
« gbedience of faith. Rom. Xvi, 26. The GM 
„ Teſtament church was condemned for feet 
5 „ing hne antient proph bm - 
% wrqught no: miracles... ; Conſequently 3 
„ was an! intrinſic evidence in their doctrines 
1 Mg dot rendered the rejecting it inencuſahle- 
| 8 „ but 
tell f divine 
«<, wiſdom, holineſs, grace, authority „ Ke. in 
„ ſcriptute, are as legible: to the faith of, the 
e meaneſt, zs of the maſt learned heli 


* It is 80 objection against What: 1 have 
| ſaid, h lat many diſcern no, ſuch; glory in the gol. 
pel, as indicates its divine original. rech 
wholly unknown to ſome, may be as intuitivel 
Y 222 to See as , general maxims Are” born 
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« "ond 728 1 The word of prophec 5 
e is, repreſented: more ſure; than even 4 voice 


„ from beaven. 1 Pet. l 19, The makin 
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16:4ighti not only eee, ther thi 
eſts itſelf: and the characters 


Perhaps theſe hints may go fan 10 ſolve a pf. 


nomenon, which has conſiderably puzzled many 


curious pbſervers of the preſent. ſtate of religion 


in Great-Britain. Never did any ape: of the 
church produce ſuch a multitude of —— and 


unanſwerable apologies: for Chriſtianity; : eſpeci£ 
ally W and, and yet never did inſideſity more 
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abound... Does it not deſerve enquiry, How far 


this may be owing to an unhappy neglect of in- 
of Goh and explaining.tbele peculiar dofrines - 
of Che ianity, which when ſeen in their native 


are tk 6 grand means of producing and 
ſaving faith? 14991 3* Bt Its 4115 2117 #4 
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dure 00 ſtatue, r ſcape the val; 
eyr. White and black, ele f 

ferent, and the difference is extfemely pertepti- 

ble tho the blind: and taſteleſs perceive it Rot. 
Minds enlightened by the piritz can'clearly dif. 
cern the — divinity in the kaergd oracles. 
I others are incapacitated by mental blindneſs 
from thus diſcerning: them, that does nut dimi- 
niſh their native bri eſs. The word ef God? 
grace falls withiſuch power and evident on the 
foul: of the enlightened ſinnet chat he ci n 
moe withbold his aſſent, than one who has his 
eyes open and Wund, can Ha buten Kom 


= 


3 


1 e 2 gy of D = rs 
RI; I human works 4 | 
„ hand eee eee ape vie 5 
lines and 1 0 3 
* ſuch: penner aue e to” A { 
. . the name and de of the tft Jt 
. * all oudy: 1035 85 atträdused to the 
ue author. The prepörtions of u beilding 
$© ſhall tell who is the architect, with daten, war 
4 and renn than CY name graven 
5 e hall be ud Güſtüm gent 


— — 
GD YE = 


ä 
R 
RAILS 


ons, ae he chaten in. which they te 1 
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= = 3 man to a „ 
5 « as indiyiduals. Hence ariſes that opinion 
„ which one man forms of another from a mode 
= « of action, which ſhall. enable him to judge 
_ 4 with great s whether: any particu- | 
1 « 3 july abu — particu- = 
40 lat e . 
© Tb of theſe. remarks. is obvious. . | 
1s chere a charadler in the e af e 
indicates their author: and ſhall me ſuppoſe, that 
in the works of God, the characters of 4 5 
are leſs evident? Do we not find ſuch charad 
in the works of creation? The heavens. 16: 0k 4 
the glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth 53 
forth his handy work. The insiſhle chinge f 
God, even his external power and Godhead, | 
clearly to be ſeen from the things that he hath 
made. In ee mme, . 
of the author of nature. bf —— 
tion, by being what they ate, diſcover whofe 
| they are, why 1 it be thought. a thing i- 
credible, that the word of God, that word/which 
we are told Pſ. exxxvii. 2. God hath manifelted - 
above all his name, ſhould maniſeſt itſelf tobe 
God's word, by) its -own intrinſic lighe, and 
beauty, and majeſty? Is it improhable, what min 
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way analogous to that, in which they know the 
Z world to be his work? Can we diſtinguiſh the 
= act, the voice, the writings of one man from 
| _- thoſe: of another? Does a lamb know the voice 
of its dam? Can ſheep diſtinguiſh the voice of 
their ſhepherd, RR that-of'a ſtranger? And 
5 hy may there not be ſuch an impreſs of God 
on his word, as that all whom the God of this 
world hath not py ts can diſtinguiſhi it by that 
Aimpreſs from any human compoſition ? Even, 28 
=P when the ſun is ariſen, there is no need of wir- 
5 N to prove to ſeeing man, that it is day. 
84. Saving faith may therefore be defined 5 
perſuaſion that Jeſus! is the Chriſt the Son of the 
livipg God, flowing from ſpiritual views of ſuch 
A glory in the goſpel, as ſatisſies and. convinces 
the 1 og 4 ſcheme ſo glorious} could have 
none but God fon its author. % He that be- 
. heverh-on the Son of God hath the witneſs in 
<<, himſelf. 1 John v. 10. „The word of grace 
is to him TID f a thouſand witneſſes of its 
den truth. 8 46 toſſed to and fro, and 
45 carried about with every wind of doarines* 
_ Inge 46 But ſettled and grounded in the 
. faith, Col. i. 23. and aſſured of the things they 
have learned, knowing of what divine ptr tl 
they have learned them. Such can ſay to the 
Nedeemer, Wie believe, and are ſure, that thou 
2 nah wp ny p. Son of the living | Cf 
n „60 neburaged by this, they draw 
nigh to God with true hearts in the full pw 

| _ . _xance- of faith, - Heb. x. 21. come boldly* to 
"  , throne+of grace, , "Heb. i iv. 16. And aſk in in 
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brought into the world with him, Withe natur! ] 
« man receiveth not the things of the ſpirit 
God: for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; nei- 1 
e ther can he know them, becauſe _ are — 4 
6 ritually diſcerned.?3 11 Cor. ii. 142 2 
8 5. I have ſaid nothing of ech round ad-of LE 
certainty, that Jeſus is the Chriſt: the Sonzof the 
living God, peculiar to true believers: I mean, 
their experiencing that he is the Chriſt, _— his. 
enli dae, theys underſtandings: As; a4 c 
\ and fene ming ih ei wille 20 4 King . can 8 
not doubt that he is the God pf: Iluael Nhe bat] 
1 them theſe wondrous works. f. hs. : 
18. God's Son is revealed in — e 3 
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this evidence of God's faithfulneſs, gannet be 
the primary foundation. of. faith, betauſe believ- 
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light and force of truth, may fweetly2 ; 
will to a right choice N Thus in Gods leks 
the believer es lige, thinks and judges of chings 
in ſome meaſure as God: does, ſo that God's 
mind and will revealed in the Scriptures: become 
alſo bis. Where this heavenly: Lamp poinis out 
the way, he chearfully follows. If he did: not 
reſolve, a ably to the ſtron and lively im: 
preſſions b feels: of divine truths, he-would do 
himſelf vi That light, lihe the lig 
the natural ſun, File diſcoyers objects, at the 
the ſame time * a powerful influence; quichena, 
warms, refreſhes, 8 The light is 
« the life of men, John i. 3. Chrift's-words 
are ſpirit and life, Jahn vi. 63. On this account 
the kndwiedge or remembrance. of divine thinge, 
is frequently put in Scripture for the whole 
dur duty, . g. Excleſ. xii. 1. Erd. x. K. be- 
cauſe divine 0 zen tigheir known. and 
called to mind, „ affect and inſlu- 
ence, a8 their various natures require. On the 
other be 4 ne nn ſaid not to knaw God | 
1 ade an mw 
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It is however the — * divine: revela- ; 
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Thes foale a 2 ren Gad: As. ' by difcoverc 
_ of God's lovelineſs and love (m pp 
be fundamental artieles of Chriflianity, te. . 


_ ſpring. of both. „Hence, with the ſtrickeſt pro- 
pPriety, the goſpel is termed the truth according 
20 ee 


1 4 John ii. 3, 4. 
ſaid to be ſanctified through the truth, John xv. 


and to have, t 
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to the aſtoniſhing plan of man's redemp- 


8 are admirably caloulated to promote = if | 


of heart and _ and indeed are the grand 


Tit. i. 1. and the myſtery of 
Chriſt's -- 


2 Tim $11,516. And doing 


e, that we know Dams and that the truth is 
So that when men are 


109. or to be created in righteouſneſs and holi- 
nels. uf truth, Epbeſ. iv. 24. the ſame thing is 
meant, as When they are 
chtough faith in Jeius Obriſt, Ach xxvi. 8. 


4 ISS: corruption of 9 even 
*:where-the.pureſt. religion. is profeſfed, and in 
:cheory "allented to, does not ariſe. from the 
eſs of religious wee, but. from the 


be the Saviour of 9 implies. a. belief that 


the world needed ſuch. a ſalvation, and conſer 


quently. a belief of the infinite evil of, ſin; and 
ite obligations to duty. And this laſt 


y and pe feftion. of Lg whence that.obli 


cafes). | ies Princip: p 1 cect man's ſermon at 
of the Genera] Aſi mbly. ET 
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is not haſty in his ſpirit to be a 
ful, who readily forgives the offences of his fel. 


tion inks ** ariſes. „ . 


i gt God, cannot but influence our diſpoſitions and 
aclions. Even the faith of devils affects them: 
„ The devils believe and tremble.“ Aud had 


men ſuch an apprehenſion if God's vente cha. 


racter, as devils have of his ſeverity, it would 
draw forth love, reverence, and 'thankfulneſs, 
and animate to a chearful diſcharge of every duty. 
If we know one to have an amiable temper, we 
naturally deſire his friendſhip, and carefully avoid 


whatever may forfeit it. If we believe avother 


_ wiſe, -honeſt, active, and benevolent, we readily 
_ entruſt to his care; even theſe affairs,” about the 
| ſucceſs of which we are moſt folicitous. And, 
vithout ſcruple, we refer à juſt cauſe to che de. 

ciſion of a ſkilful. and impartial judge. The ap- 


plication of theſe remarks is eaſy. He only knows 
od as juſt, who fears his vengeance, and is 
careful not to provoke it: as long faftkring Who 
as merci- 


low. ſervants? as the ruler of all perſons and 


events, who is ee careful for nothing, and 


holds on in the paths of duty, leaving events to 
bog: divine diſpoſal. « None wander from God, 
<< prefer the fleſh and the world before its: and 


£ in their whole lives walk one to him, but 
from their ignorance of him (0. 


Theſe who 
do not * execute judgment and ſeek the truth, 


ee though they wy the Lox p liveth, ſurely they 


++ ſwear falſely,” Jer. v. 1, 2. What they ſwear 


is in itſelf an undoubted truth, but their profeſſed 
belief of it is _ and n W __ 
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they underſtood and believed the truth 
ſes, they:could not go on thus frowardl 
ways of their own Heart. If they re 
f God, the infinite value of 


If 
for them if be 
them * they muſt have concluded, that” =; 
imes, in all-places, and in every poſlible cir- 
and unfit to deviate from 
Were we r e convinced of the 
| eſs of the divine character, we could 


1 not erg avoid imitating it, where ſuch imi- 
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tation is "ht our power. But the incon- 


„ ſiſtency and abſurdity of our condukt confiſts 


rather in acting contrary to our on conceſ- | 
„ fions and declarations,” than to any fixed abid- 
ing ſentiments of our minds. And. we have 
© not after all ſuc 2 real ſenſe of the amiablenels _ 
of the ons, as by our readineſs 
*6:t0 take it for an andoubted: truth, and to pro- 
, fels it to others, we ſeem to have (p)- „ 
' -P 3. None rightly believe that Chriſt is a Sa- 
viour,” who have not ſuitable conceptions from 
what he ſaves. And none can have ſuch concep- 
jons, without perceiving the goodneſs and er. 
cellency of the goſpel falvation. Damnation and 
ſalvation are diſcerned by the believer to be what 
they really are. The firſt, is therefgre appre- - 
hended by him, as more terrible than the moſt 
cruel tortures man 1815 deviſe: and the 1 ſt, 


mons, Lond . 2758. ports * 
e e 


Fr 
. ol . 4 0 98 Wo? » , 
"Ps x K , # 


1 


= nw : = n 5 Tr. . r 3 1 b Ih 2 5 puny 754 . hab .= 
2 ID ay n 5 i . 8 5... of * 75 - ** x . , IN 4 2 _— 

0 9 ; DSP” * Wes +, : 5 5 n * 80 0 * . 3 a i: : ; 1 : "30 & 3 _ 

* 1 2 N 4 7 5 P - : * ; Fog $4 Sy | * : 5 8 MY ; 1 ; 

8 7 by ; : 3 WT) $ > 

2 EW 1 x 8 J. "= „ + = 

* © wi _ 

8 . I 5 9 7 EE - 2 

: % 44 1 9 


- 1 nitely b 


but that it is good for us in our p 


< it for thy g ood.” 


the devil or e dee — 
choice. Compared with tbeſe, the gain of he 
and loſs of obedience, appear to him Jefs than no- 


things and lighter than Vanity: ts 


Saving faith always produces .a- perſonal appli» | 
cation of theſs;truths;:: When an awakened ſin - 
ner rightly underſtands and believes the threaten+ 


ings of (God's. law, he muſt believe; that he him- 


ſelf, in particular, is under the curſe. And if u, 


underſtand and believe the goſpel, v muſt of 


conſequence. believe, I ſay nat that out ſins ate 
ſorgiven, but that however: our guilt and 


Sreat our 
depravity has 1 or: til} is; Obtiſt is perfectly 


atteſts, not only that the 
goſpel ſalvation | is 4 reality, and — in. N 


ſtances, and calls and invites us 40 4 attend- to it 
as ſuch. Hence it. is written, Prov; -x00i. 19. 


« &c;?? And Jod v. 25. Lo this, we: haue 
— it is: hear it, and knom thou 
Accordingly, the ſpirit 
when he * faith, impreſſes on the heart a 
ſenſe of our own edneerrt in. what we believe, and 
| s us to be y: affected: ſo that the 
ſoul, —— was s paſſive.in ceiving that light. 
oduced faith, does nat remain fo. . 


; views: | the goſpel falvation, neceſſarily engage 


to improve: it, in the manner, and for the ends, 
for which it was. revealed. Seeing that in it, 
which anſwers bis neceflities, the finner muſt 


needs deſire ity) chooſe ity; and reſt and rely upon 


it. What 5 believes good for hiinſelf in 
r. lot _ than any "i 
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„ made known to thee this day, even to the, 
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low * — it, though at the expence 
oß other things that appear of inferior value! 
1 is no objection to this, that many are aban- 
” - © doned proſſigates, who yet have ſome impreſfions 
43 _ © ofthe happineſs. wo dee men, and faintly wiſh 
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44 5 poſſeſs it. For, though à lot among the ſaints, 
1 viewed in a , point of light, appears to 


them e 7 they reject it, when conſidered 


z us connected with felf-demal, :mortification, and 


I liſe of holineſs, fondly flattering themſelves 
i ® 5 pleaſure in gratifying their unrulz 
appetites. One, who would gladly. pu 

commodity, may notwithſtandin EL 


tant of choice, more worthy immediate re 
- than the-goſpel ſalvation: And thus it could 


appear, if the goſpel ſalvation was at that inſert 


l to be, what it really is. With 


gen. 2 Cor. iv- 16, 48. „ For which cauſe we 
. but though 
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A ee the things which are not ſeen are eternal. 
„ 35, 3 7 


«2  linle — be that ſhall come, WI 


rchaſe a 
the price 
demanded, through rating it Hl sf its worth. 
| When: temptation prevails, ſome enticing: ſenſual 
- good, or ſome. alarming evil, appears, at the 4 | 


3 therefore, the Scripture” often repre Ents - 
© faith, as the grand preſervative ' againſt firining, 
whether Fs dread of - ſuffering, or proſpect of 


our outward rhan'periſh, 

yet the inward-man is renewed day by day. 
| While we look not at the things which are 
e ſeen; but at the things which are not ſeen; for 
e the things which are ſeen are temporal, but 


„ 38. For ye have need of pa- 
e tience, that aſter ye have done the will of 
ww God, ye might receive the promiſe. For — 
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not to deſire it; of to be extremely dreadful and 
et not. to dread it, and to do our utn 
itz, is contrary to human: hature. 
5 his Al 


nian fyſfew..' Yer ſome. of the, ableſt Arminian- 


divines, conftrained” by the force of. truth, * 55 


Lore far in En. edg 
4. Toll that ences eat, ET 


be” er confidered, 'is not. ufficient to make. the 
_ << 'underftanding 
good propoſed, and the 


to approve,.. or. that. the greateſt - 
eateſt evil t wreatned, 
ee when be deve and reflected on, is: not ſuited _ 

7 engage the will to chuſe the good,. and. re- 
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of reaſoning which led a man to the knowledge 


of the divine exiſlence, muff allo diſcover te hits 


the unreaſonableneſs,; in many inſtances,” of the 
vulgar religion, the oppoſing! df which-*might* 
have drawn after it no very agreeable: treatment. 
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antient hiſtory 7 2 1. mood: not mention 
Thales's having calky lated eclipſes. We have 
facts related of theſe | po Kill more fur-. 
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Rory of 'olives.*' Ahakimander, Phales's ſcho- 
lar? the” he ſeems to-have been mi 
His m vet is recorded to have foretold an 
earthquake, A piece of ſkill. which a paſſage in 
Alory, (L 24015795 py 2.314 edit. 
_ Harduini, Par. 168 50) co remarkable ta be here: 
omitted, news 5 the — a, 2m 
4 His words are, 1 Præclara quadam elle; 
& immortalis in eo, ſi credimus, diwiriitas b p 
2 „ hibetur Anaxitnandro':Milefio! pbyſico, q 
. Eacedemonits 2 ut-wedem\ ae ? 
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* cum & urbs Ota eorum: Lt 
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mp Coe xe ae wor 1 
40 teo præſenſi prædixiſſe ibi tełr i 
od: 2 5 Ou Gods 1 — quantum à Dee in. 
ic em 25 5 Tae diſtare, dum ant. ! 
What is here ſaid 'of:Pherecydes, is donHHmed 
by Cicero de DiAnaationeg l. 20 Hbe ame is red 
| lated of Anaxagoras by Ammianus Marcellinus, 
12%; and of Pythagoras hy Eulebius,. prox: w. 
L 2 and ä vit. — Hao 8 


t inferion to 


3 pon 


2 42> 


2 cond clave and expreſs 45 to the: 
antients having predict earthquakes, that be 
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any, notion of iis future: rds — —— 
quite diffe- 
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very conſiderations led me to make a 
tent inference, via. That Fhal 
ſuaded of the natural ĩnactivity 


* concluded that all water which moves; — 
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moves, by a foul: and:imagining”/itul 
ical to explain the . 
around; us, by the immediate influx of ihe w- 
preme mind, he choſe to fay; that every«parties- 
Bb body, which acts or moves, was animated 
. — Let:mecnow accounts fog What the 


S chougtn.the ſouls — — 
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he -probably.iwas,rhe- ghferbech that what- 
ver 93 the ſun and other celeſtial bodies 
com ting motion, vigour or ac- 
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ideas that futhe bad in bis own wind. It is pro mt 
bable, that Anaxagoras likewiſe imagined the 
ſouls of beaſts and men to be equalhy immorta!/ 
for he too aſcribed a ſoul to all ſorts of animated 
beings. His fuppoſing the foul not elder than 
the body, proves indeed he could not conclude" 
its mmorta} y upon Pythagoras's principles, but 
he might upon Thales's en, enn man. * 
1 to have followed. ; e n en ent 
The Doctor ute pag. 94. & fear.” 
Fhat the reaſons of Plato and ethers, for the im- 
mortality of the ſoul; were of ſuch a nature, that 
| they could never have ſerved as ſteps to lead: them 
to the knowledge of that truth. But has our 
author never heard of conjectures having beer 
framed upon very "ſlight grounds, with-reipe& to 
the exiſtence and properties of things unknown, 
which time and further care have at laſt verified 5 
Has not falſliood often been auſed by others, to 
conduct us to the knowledge of truth, and dif- 
poſe us thè better for its reception? And why 
may not we ourſelves deduce a truth, as"a con 
ſequence from à doctrine, Which is eicher kale . 
or if true, dbes not prope it If very weak re 
ſons will lead a perſon to believe un error he never 
before heard of, Why may they not be ee | 
to perſuade him of a truth-alſo ; Is there ſome: - 
unaccountabſe averſton in the human mind to 5 
fruth, and propenſity to erer, that ont : 
it to receive the latter on the moſt *trifling e- 
count, While nothing mort of -demotiftration' eat! 
prevail with it to embrace the fortier? As to the 
argument Plato draws in his Phadb, p. 245: from?! | 
the ſoul's s ſelf-motiony and being alway RINGS: 
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ſets him a- working, to hammer opt, an argument 
from that topick ; -and he. falls: upon. that, one 
cited by the Doctor, p. 96, which hawever > 
ſtruſe, conſuſed, * 5 error, contain 
in it plain veſtigęs of the reaſoning juſt no men- 
tioned.: The 3 be.. ſaid-, of another.,of, | 
Plato's, arguments mentianed by. the, Doctor, g., 
104, However, I . that it. 
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velation to inform' them of iche nature and durj- 


tion of the rewards and puniſhments: of another 


directed them. Mot uf their ſchemes were mon- 
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8 5 of God; but that, on the Contr 
*: they accounted air, fire, &c- the firſt Principles 
4 40 of all things, will deſerve ſome conſideration 
Three. ſolutions. may be given of. this Uiſfculty, 
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der to chuſe which, he likes beſt. The Tia i, 
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loſophers, Tn firſt efficient cauſe, as what 
Had never been in queſſion, ſpoke only ol 
the ſecond cauſes, Which hitherto; had been, un- 
known, and but little ſearch 
that had they introduced a God in accounting for 


every particular effect, the ſearch of ſecond cau- | 


ſes 0 be again laid aſide, and men would 
_ .content- (tha? voy with ne of. the 
Firſt cauſe. But Bayle diſapproves of this. ſolu⸗ 
tion, and rather inclines to think, that the phi- 
loſophers, deſpiſing the poets who were, the moſt 
ancient heathen. diviges, as having maintained 2 
variety of opinions without foundation in reaſon, 
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reckoned: God a material wing: 5 nayg that ſome 
of them even proceeded ſo far, as to determine 
that the deity was ſuch or ſuch a particular Kind 
of matter: But though in this\they'erred; yet, 24 
they acknowledged in general a firſt cauſe of all | 
things, ce in particular they: aſcribed to it moſt of 
the properties we do tothe" true God, except 
ay and. ſpitituality. IHE Ts 75 = P 
But even in theſe: points? Hale: night /poſiibly 
rt Odox . Laertius informs us, P. AT, . 
That he filed the world, The moſt beautiful - 
al | things becauſe it was the. work of God. Arid 
lainly enough aſcribing its formation to 
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nion hot being. very conſiſt 
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diesen PAD, e. ene e This _ 
caſioned the council of Agde or Agatha in 


guedacy met in the year 506, to — 4 
none houfd be eſteemed, good Chriſtians. who. did 
not communicate at leaſt at the three great feſti- 

vals, Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Whitſunday 196 55 


and accordingly, from that time forward, thoſe 
of the church of Rome eſteemed themſelves, in 


ſo far good enough Chriſtians, if they communi- 
_ cated thrice a year, and 2 it was preſumption 


to receive — (v). But in the Greek church, 


which was more diſtant from the fountain of gor- 


ruption, it was uſual to communicate weekly, 


even ſo low as the ſeuentb century; and. ſuch. as 


neglected three Maels together were excommuni- 


ommunions would 
be highly; ſalutary to 2 . But that o 


of tranſubſtantiation, which now began to be 


broached in the church, met with but ſmall re- 1 
bande ſo that in a ſhort time it became ths; $7 | 
peral practice once a yer, 
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the infallible guidance of the Spirit, without 
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— ſeem, ane however pious our intentions may 
2 beg! we have. in ſo far rejected the word of 
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nicate three or four times a year (c). 
The church of 8 


e ments are to be adminiſtered within this realm, 
« the holy communion ſhall be miniſtered by the 
66 parſon, vicar, or miniſter, ſo often, and at 
« ſuch times, as every pariſhioner may commu» 


« nicate at leaſt thrice in the 1 (a).“ It is 


well known, that many of the clergy in that 


church have recommended, and that many of the 
well-dilpoſed among their laity practiſe, a, much 
has given occaſion to 
of Glas gow's. over- 


reater frequency. This h; 
Fake to aſperſe the Syno 

ture, as paving, the .wa to „ee But is 
it not abundantly conſiſtent with the moſt rigid 
Preſbyterian, principles, to take a leſſon from our 
ſiſter church, where her practice proaches nearer 


the Scripture. ſtandard than ours ?; Is her. A | 
ing an inſtitution of Chriſt. any reaſon fur our 


neglecting it? The pureſt church on earth may 
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5 to be inſtructed, even by our weaker brethren. I - 
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ed. eſs in reformation can never be ek. 
pected, when the beft things are rejected that 


— churches practiſe, under pretence of guard - 


ing againſt their corruptions. I cannot but ob- 
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| communicating. So different was the ende of 
theſe g nd good men, from that which now 
prevails, And am well informed, that a great 


nuſeript Memoirs of a priva- «Chriſtian, who lived 
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e by Calvin for dhe ng the church of 
Geneva (i), it appears, that the Lord's Day 3 
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that ſtrangers, who inclined - junijeate, - © 
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; — diſpenſed, i is — hoes but 
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were forced hy: 5 rſecution (like the primitive | | 
Chriſtians," Acts ii. 46.) to teach God's word, ũ «© 
and adminiſter the ſacrament in the fields, or in 
private houſes (n): ſo that their ſituation did not 
. ſtated times for commui 
29th ef April 1560, the great 
Scotland, laid their orders upon ix 1 
| of Mr. John Knox was one, to commit to 
1 judgment touching the reformation 
of religion. Upon this they drew up the firſt 
dock of — de were vu to the great 
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though he could not obtain port yet, as private 
men, the whole body of the firſt Reformers ſigned 
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to be good, and according to God's word, and 
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b Far IF 


all End 19405 * were none er hebel, Ae 
ever, even them there wete foie, and theſe the _ 


beſt friends of the Prevhyterian intereſt; Who dif- 
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ned the communion oftener than once a e 
Fes . Men the celebrated Mr. wi 
n at Irvin, who difpenſed the 'com- 
munion twice in the year” (5); and Mr. Robert 


Blair, who diſpenſed it four times in the year, at 


leaſt after be went over to Bangor, in the county = 
of Down in Ireland, where he was a chief In- 


ſtrument of the great revival of religion in that 
corner (t). If T had leifure to conſult the printed 


or manuſcript Lives of other eminent men in 
theſe times, I doubt not but many fach inſtances 
got: be e to return 5 the good yu 


2 Hum many ir places of the ch 


e communions at Irvin twice in the year. Ak- 


count of the Miniſters and Prof, of his Time, 
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_ pariſh was a good enam * We often preached 


the one for the other. We agreed alſo among ourſelves 
to celebrate the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper 4 days - 
in the year, ur in his, and four in mine. 8 1. 
ficients in both did all theſe times communicate — 5 
Mr. Blair's manuſcript Account of his own Life, p. 2 
of Mr. William Hog's copy. It is evident from that 

fame manuſcript, p. 94; 
bounds of the county of Down and Antrim, Who were 
many of them Scotſmen, had, at leaſt, one ſtranger 84 
fiſting at their communions, and a armen hots ot ; 


rus and another on the Monday. But al this was in 


church where the ſacrament was dif For Mr. 
air mentions it as ſomet hing unuſual, ang by an un- 
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the Afſembly, referred the above-mentioned. aj 


to the..Committee's report to the conſideration of 
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rather be paid out of that day's collection, than 


that the con gregation want the MY frequent 
"My the ſacrament... 
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miniſtered in ſome. Congregations, than in, others, 
ut he does not mention how. often; in any. 
3 45 us, p-. 0 „ The Sabbath next, before 
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thereof, is made by the paſtor, and of 
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„ miniſter make à ſbort echortation at every- 
_« Fable; that thereafter there be Silent⸗ Turing a 


f upon dhe day ae . "xn Þ 
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formity in | mis Kk was 
laid belle — — after ſerious conſideration, ; 
approved in all its articles; and ordained to. 'be 
obſerved" in all time hereafter; '' Among 
things the) injoined, That there be no mac 
« ing in che time of communicating, but che 
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the time of the coniniunicants receiving, 
«« cept" only when the miniſter expreſſeti e 
« few ſhort ſentences; ſuitable to the ++ 
ec condition of the communicants in” their! receiv. 
ing, that they r 
« jn their meditations in the en "Thar et 
© the communion: is to de celebrated in a pariſh, 
« one Miniſler may be employed for ahfnng eh 
« miniſter of the pariſh, 5 5 at the "moſt, 
That there be one Sermon of, irepard : 
vered in ithe ordinary place 


one fortan del fdr to thoſe Who ate t Soma 
M5 municate, and that in the ſume Kirk thiere'be 
« one ſermon of thankſgiving after the comme 
6 nion i is ended. That the er l 0 f 
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ſembly ſay they; in the year 1645, did eſtabliſm 
dn arge for preventing conſuſion in the eelebra- 
tion of the ſacrament, with which 

Were faciefied.. . Yets Gnee: our diviſions; our diſ- 

ſenting brethren have taken up a new and: ifregu- 


or into the P vb error of opus operatum. It is but 


dom _y diſpenſs this ordinance. But when it | 
comes 
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tbe whale church 


lar way of diſpenſing the holy A whereby 
they have turned it, either into a theatrical pomp, 


_ of theſt 


| ä ina church 
of them is miniſter, eben Ay; ohio Ate in he 
remoteſt parts of the kingdom, being ee ; 
ock 80 tem. To thoſe: of their vwn g 1 
hatever pa in, the heavenly bread 2 Genres, „ 
moſt of their on pariſnhioners are excluded. 9 
"hey have a great many miniſters aſſiſling them, 
an ſeven, nay, ſometimes double that — er, 
whoſe congregation are generälly left deſtitüte 
of preaching-that day EWery dax ef their meer 
ing, Fir, —— and'Mon- 7 
day, (NV. B. They had then no Faft-Days); man, 
iiniſters' do krach fuccetſively one: mr  ---. 
another; ſo that three or four, er :Aometimics 
more, do preach at tlieir Prcpardtion;and as many. 
on the Monday following. And on the Sabbath 
ſometimes three or four preach before they gg 6 
the Action, beſides theſe Serbe 
tntude of the people,” who eannor'be contained in 
the church. Never before were there ſo mary 
ſermons in any church in f hort b rims. Thee 
practices, as they are à clear violation e of : 
der unanimouſly etabliſied> in dhe church, add 
do occaſion. \ rea animoſity and alienation. of 
| dof miniſters who will not 
imltats thoſe 2 courſes ;/ 160 unintereſted = 
obſervers 4 dr defgn in ul cis, fer - 
<p 2 the only. zealous and pious. 
to be truſted and followed $n/our 
* ie reer 9: Which if it be met ahiinjuty , - 
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not wholly without foundation. 
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Scotland, might contribute to multiply ſermons, 
ticularly in the fields, before and after com- 
nions. But when the ſpirit, is carrying on 2 
remarkable work of conviction and converſion, 
2s he then was in theſe counties, things may be 
Ali at; other ines 34 by: W EN 
3 the 3 0 . . . 
72258 be ſeldom adminiſtered ſermons. on the 
| Day, Saturday, ay, were kept up, 
and many miniſters employed to aſſiſt. The 98 
neral aſſembly 1701, to remedy. theſe things, re- 
commended it to preſbyteries,.. „ to take. care, 
chat the ſacrament of the Lord's Supper be 
i org frequently adminiſtered. in their. bounds ; 
and that; the number of miniſters to ſerve 
| . therey de, 4 3 
* Day: oy Pho eee mh” honeys: + 72 
be fix act + of. hay alemy 2716 gives. ſo 
a pre 2 the zeal of our church for fre- ' 
quent communicating;. that I cannot but 
_— * 7 neral, e 


42 — 


hone ſnl, whey that he 
rell of the Tear, 40 t 


1 851 Ty Txt e 2 Th The an 1 1 


de dir th were 


thren in their r to an account as to the ob- 
ſervance of this: And Iynods to call their re- 


ſpective preſby cries to an account as' to what is 
injoĩned „„ ho Pint 9h aL RT RL 
the 27th of April 1720, did recommend the: fa- 
crament to be celebrated in their 
churches, at leaſt the ee ge after mentioned, 
viz. January in Canongate, February in North- 
Leith, March in all the churches of Edinburgh, 
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+ the ſeveral months 
« the 


<< ſeveral acts, appointed the frequent 'celi 


aſſembly 1711; is revived and renewed; 


teries are appointed to do all they can to have 5 
the Lord's Supper more frequently adminiſtered 
in theit bounds, throughout the ſeveral months 
of the year; and injoined to take care, that on 
the Lord's Day on which the ſacrament is tobe 
adminiſtered in any congregation, the neighbor: 


ing congtegations b 


ſupplied with ſermons. Preſ- 


byteries are ap to call their reſpective bie- 
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April. in Corſtorphin, May in South-Leich and 
Kirk- Newton, June in Welt N and Curry, 
FRO Collington and | 22 


preſbyteries yer 83 
c ordered, tha the ee of the Lord's Sup- 
per may be adminiſtered in their bounds, thro? = 


I 1712,“ Side that | 


es, by 


66 tion of the L Supper i in all the congrega- 
_ « tions of this church, and judging that the que 
4% * 0m ation of theſe acts will greatly tend to the 
« glory of God, and edification of ſouls; there - 
6 fore did enjoin'all preſbyteries to inquite if the 
« ſaid acts be duly obſerved by all the brethren? 
B the farb act of the aſſembly 1724, act och, 47 23 
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dinffon, and again in all che — Fee 
burgh, and in November again in South - Leith; 
and that any -pariſh: which cannot conveniently 
1 diets: above-mentioned; do it in the 
month of December that yet, And that com- 
municants might have more time ſor private pre- 
paration, and that as few miniſters as le 
— ee ere eee, ; 


hat chew de r two . 
one on Saturday, two on the 
Tant Day, ——— Monday; that neigh- 
uring miniſters ſhould provide Thade: churches 
with ſermon, and exhort ſuch as were not to 
communicate to keep their on pariſn churches; 
_— ave-it as their opinion, that there ſhould be 
hurch- yard ſermons on ſuch-occaſigns-(x). 
Fheſe alterations, inconſid as they were, 
- ocoakened a terrible outery: And many elders 
and private "Chriſtians left their on miniſters. 
But, in a ſhort time, this heat ſu 4, and the 
| beft and greateſt part of them ſaw that à ſepata - 
tum on fuch grounds would be criminal. This 
Was the more remarkable, as the number of ſer⸗ 
mons was greatly leſſened, without 3 
0 reaſonable proportion che NN, of com- 
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Re — hoy | aſcribe to tlie lazineſs or 


miniſters. Whereas the ſynod of Glas 
overture is not Hable to ſuch a mifrepreſentaton; 
the number of communions in every y  congrepa- = 


eee. 
licity in diſpenſing che Sup-" 7 
S Lord? NY = 
ching, Has pr practical religion been increaſed'by : 
change of the old for dur prefent way f De 14 "= 
not deſerve inquiry, if gur neglect ef frequently - 
Ni eAtY „be hot one Nr 9 you” mow 7. 


s 130 To; antes aa hp 
. 3 + tp 1 1 CES 35 Sat WL CIT het Fl TEK N 
3 1 | 
rellen 
„ee nn FLLTTERICE £6 211 44.5 KO 1245 
I Now proceed to conſider ſome of the pr 
© R ain . 


0 3 


bat; 5 N 4% 


* 
P * 


„ ans were fo eminent in-religion, and 1 
4 pfepared for the facrament, that weekl | 1. | 


0 munions might, in their "time; be high) 6 

4 but that in our degerierate tim * 

« caſe is altered, and our frequently poking 4 
, copligering.. our : Jow | Attaioments, e 
would be highly P ub,” * 


But, if out attainmetits are oo low, in hee mat "Be; 
a cauſe? "And" what" cauſe" more probable, tt 


our ſeldom artetidance" on" that 6 
23183 3 : 
5 2 8 
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| lively: — = te, dying, love?. Be. Fo 
4 25 Calvin well obſerves (a), the weaker ©. 
3 our graces are, the greater. is our need of fre- f 1 
quent attendance on this ordinance, to ſtrengthen * 
1 and increaſe them. It ought alſo to be remem- 4 
=_ bered,. 21 at even he: e churcl had 2 9 
WM Ach f tn nt in the Church m meetings of ; 
' _ = . the Corinthians: but he no where adviſes them 
to communicate ſeldomer, but only enj 
4 Fel in 2 5. e as JIE x 

paſſover was. relebr 

ance re 8.6 ＋ Tl 5 therefore, | . the Lord's 3 
245 cames in Meg | 


„ to that time; but bad 8 Tal a. pet 
CTriſices in the . — . Thar 92 of ein 
= _.Chiift, and remembrancers to them of what was. then 
* in time to be exhibited. ; We-baye no ordinance foun 
ſeuſed 25 Chriſt in commemoration of his death of h 
[ vor effi roxae wolf t 
13 bens ork gu 
ſtreſs is * is, that freq Wel ellen the Find 


bl Cl | mimur, eo majus - | whic 
I & tr eo exerceri debemus,. quod tum ad con- to 
- | firmandam fidem noſtram, tum etiam ad ſanctitatem vitae 
* Pee nobis uſui eſſe de poteſf & debet. Calvin 
RE... mini, 2 ee fol. * 
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e cofdingly, how poor are the fruits of this or- 


found out better means for ſecuring the hondut 
of his. inſtitutions; than the means preſeribeg and. 4 


- kind proved the ſource of the worlt corrup 
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fit bf, „ wo 4 
60 S plecey kom the dias TE thing. 5 
4 Thoſe acts of worſhip, which are frequently, 
« are alſo lightly performed: and ſince. we can- 
„not "preſerve both, we had better part with 4 
© fret equency than reverence. . For we ſhall more . 
2 ae our” Lord, by partaking of his ſupe,- - == 
<< per more” -reyetently,. tho“ | leſs frequently, _ 
«than more frequently with teſs reverence. Ac 


<« dinance in the church of e Where it 0 
e is ſo frequently Gipenſed 7 5 7 1 1 


ene en, i 
175 fre SE. ie 5 4 duty 


. 0 anger of doing it with 17 advantage "REN 5 . | 2 


not leſſen our oblig 2 WP. that duty. Far 
whatever danger there is, God eren . 55 but” 


yet did not fee meet to guard againſt it. by En- 


joining us to communicate ſeldom. - Shall ve. 
then pretend to be wiſer than God? ” Have we 


praiſed by thoſe: Who were under .the-infallible. 
guidance bf” his ſpirit? Have not attempts of this 
tons 
in popety? Reaſon has no power to diſpenſe 
with, or to derogate from the poſitive laws f 
God: on pretence of doing them A ſervice.” 5 Tt is 
blaſpheſtious preſumption, tho it ke ut on a - ; | 
cloak, of 'humility, to judge that a fufficlent rea- +: | 
ſon to hinder-thee'from frequent communicating, 
which out'Lord did not judge a ſufficient reaſon” 


judge the Taw, thou art not & doer , of the. Y 
* 3 thete' in A Wine; uy expreſs 


5 EEE 


ther to God's 


% Fo 4 crif 0.7 199d 
1 not 1 7 or Urea 


5 or, 18 jr or. adace ty. LT Trl with 


: of. dg of it. Alo ene y 1 . 
is the command, De. this in remembrance. of me, 


to be diſobeyed from t 
(2.) Conjecture is lighter than experience. 


Let us then ſee, whether the objeclion is verified 
And here on 


or, dil; proved. by matter of fact 
the one fide, the hiſtory, of the. primitive church, 
for more than. three hundred E proves, ol 
conſtancy and 8 happily. conſpired toge- 
lory and his churches benefit. 
But on the other hand, when ſucceeding] ages, 


attempted, by leſſening the frequency to increaſe. 
| at, by : 


the reverence;. the . conſequence was, 
2 the Very being of the ordinance was in 


of the power of godlineſs} ove . the 
ae world. Was there not mote re igion in 
Scotland, at the. reformation. and. covenanting 
periods, when communions were more fre uent! 
Since that ordinance, began to be ſeldomer diſpen 


ſed amongſt us, has religion been a gainer? L es 
not the golpel thrive as well, and are not com- 
munions as much honoured with he Redeemers 
preſence in New- England (where, in ſome places, 
„ is di * l 9 4 


much regard?... 


er of being loſt, and a multitude of. the | 
mo rrible 4 8 and particularly, ei 


2 281 © + 


logical Diſertations. =, 291 N 
* 18 le once i in the two months) as it:does T7 


with us ?—As to the church of England, 1 Rig ag 44 


prove from the writings of ſome of their: divines, 
that tho” they abſurdly enough. read the commu- 


nion ſervice almoſt 55 abbath and holiday, - 


yet that, in moſt pariſh c urches, it is only dil- 
penſed thrice a, year, and even then the com- 


a municants few. Nay, ;AS J 1 remarked i in the pre- | 4 7 4 


aa ſection, ſo early as the time of Cart- 

t and Calder wood, infrequency in commu- 
nie a was objected to the church of England. 
So that whatever 3 may be poured on 
the Lord's table by any in that church, Wr 2, 


never, prove the ob bilation well grounded. 


(3.) Does not the Bible ſpeak, ſtrongly on the 


| ſolemnity of prayer, and the dan er of raſhneſs 


in ſpeaking to God?” And does it not tell us, 
that the . when heard unworthily is a fannt. 


/ death unto death? Shall we then, pray. ſeldom, . 7 


and hear the word ſeldom, that we may do it 
with the greater ſolemnity; and ſo not expoſe 


ourſelves to the danger of praying unworthily, = 
and hearing unworthily? ould. not this way. _ ; 


of reaſoning. be fallacious, if applied to e 5 


and bearing the word? And is it not equally ſo. . 2 
when applied to the ſacrament ?. The godly. et —_— 


not quit their reverence to the Lord's table upon 


; any the greateſt, frequency, as appears by their 
uniting frequency and reyerence in other religi- 


ous inſtitutions. And the thew*! of 1 reverence the 
ungodly bring to it, is not worth the preſerving: 
and much leſs is it worth the purchaſing at ſo 
dear à rate, as the depriving i ſaints or oe Fon 
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A Uſeful by reaſon of 
| 5 abound in them moſt, find moſt. benefit | in 
them. The ſame may br aid. of meditatſon, 
ſelf. examination, and other religious. exerciſes. | 
_ Why chen ſhould it be ſup ppoſed, that rareneſs | in 
rel keene Obriſt's 228 in the ſacrament, 


 _ hold add to the effect of that ordinance . 


Novelty, it muſt be owned, adds a force. to every . 
Ne | Fuloeſs brings . cheapneſs/ on the yery / 
= "of life yet 'w o. wou d infer 'from- this, . 

; 5 2 to 77 withheld: till famine inhanſe 
tie price Or that we ought. to be ſeldom in 

— the great and heart. affecting truths 
of the goſpel, leſt by oftent r 1 on them, 
ny Su Alfect les? 1 be.” N 

I wall conclude this head ich iche N of 
Mr. Charnock (e), * Ts be frequent in commu- 
_ «'nicating is 'agreeable to the nature of the * 
dinance, and neceſſary for the wants of a 


s chtiſtian. By too much faſting” we often loſe 2 


e dur Romachs. "Too much deferring does more 


6 hurt than frequent communicating. The of- | 
40 tener we carefully and believingly commun. 3 


4 gate, the more Alpe we Mall be for it. If 
ce it be wort ily received, it increaſeth our re- 


1 =o verence of God, -and affection to him. And 
| „ that is the beſt reverence of God which n- 


eth his authority. Chriſt's death is to he every | 
ww day fixed in our thoughts; and to help our 
<© weakneſs, there hould be à frequent repre- 

eentation of it to gur ſenſes, in ſuch a way as 
— < Chriſthas inſtituted, not as men — 9 e 
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ye * bearing San Se. are ot . 
their frequency. | 5 Thoſe, 
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36 TV. But it will lil be urged, 4 Five. 


4 artaking of the Lord's Supper 1 the BENE | . 5 4 


40 approach we can make on earth to the. 
' «© and dreadful God, and therefore requires bach 
„ awe and reverence, and ſuch degrees, of fo- 


„ Jemn preparation, as would be utterly : 


© ſible, Nerd that ordinance rene * 


1 my 
rant many pious and excellent vines haye 


| 3 19 40 a great deal more. But where does 


the Scripture ſay lo? To the law,. and to. the 22 T: 
 mony, if they, ſeat not according 10 this word, 11 1 „ 
becauſe, | in ſo far, there i 1s no light in them, 3 
We ought neyer to pra God in any. 12 
dinance Without a reverent, (5 
frame, and a heart broken for | 10 E But it would 


b ſtran 180 inference, that ere * 8 1 


to be a ＋ -day;. with, three ſermons A pre 
patation day, with two ſermons, de every 
time the facrament is diſpenſed. Thee diſpoſi- 


tions are neceſlary in . appraach to God in 
other ordinances, and therefore if, public „ 
and preparations are 8 before, the Tagra- _ 


Th, e Diſtal. 3s 203 : 


Penitent, humble 1 


ment, they ate neceſſar 72 before thein allo... We. a 
n 


ſeem to have made a iction in "this matter, 
beyond what we have , warrant-for in the. word 
of God, as if this ordinance were placed at 2 


greater diſtance from others, than it really i ds =, 

"The vaſt. preparations the. people of the Jews i 
were obliged to make before Xs promulgatiqn 1 
of the «Yr, are urg ged in ſup of this 4 = 


"ſages of efipture, "many of. the beſt of Cho 
"Se 0, J 

Wo See Exod. xix, Xx. 0 8 1 es : 
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= _turn from he Baby!oniſh captivity, were days of 


When approaching the mount that burned with 
e ot that of Peter, when he faid to our Lord, 


i Depart from me, for I am a Pe _ 1 ſit | 
wi great ter- 


don at the table of the Lor 
tor as the high prieft entered the holieſt of all 


on the day of atonement, when, for the very 
e accidental miſcarriage or inadyertency, du- 


mort ſtay there, be was in danger of be- 


"Mp Riruck dead. Doubtleſs the ſeldom diſpen- 
ling this ordinance. has led many of the leſs ju- 
„eech into ſuch melancholy ſuperſtitious appre- 


henſions, and raiſed ſuch terrors in. their mind, 
that they could not attend upon God in this in- 


irit of adoption which its the other, as.repre- 
"lented to* us, Rom. viii. 15, Gal. IV. 25s 5 
Heb. iv. "T6: x: "19,22. - and 3 12 1824. 
And here Feangot but take occaſion. to x 


ever. ty of faſting, humiliation, and confęſ- 


"fon of ſins "which + my enjoined the Iſraelites. 8 
All their other annual holidays,” except theſe 


"which" they themſelves appointed, al 


ney Joy "and tha nkſgiving (e). It then the Jews had 


5 5 AR 


. thankſp Zivings than faſts, Why ſhould not 
dhe Chriſtians ? Is not our cauſe of Joy greater 4 


*. LIT. oa one erben Pp. 4. 


"FB. 


KG) Univerſal hiſtory, vi 


©: 54 


ns a proach their, ee God and father i 
3 a "Mlaviſh "awe, like that of the Ifradlites, - 


f en Without diſtraction, and thus were de- 

_ "prived'of much of the comfort and benefit, Which 

| "otherwiſe they would have reaped: from it. Such _ 

I would of to confider the differences of the 

Legal and evangelical diſpenſation, and af the | 

_ "Ip ne. of bonda ge which fa from the one, and the F 
uy 


n mark, that the day of atonement TT the * a 
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Are told, Mat" « introducing | 
66 Pee communions is an ime van, and 


< that all innovations are dangerous. — But jt 
is an innovation in no ther. ſenſe, than the do- 


trine of juſtification "by faith was in the day 
of Luthef. The trueſt and pureſt antiquity is 


on our ſide: whereas our preſent practice is 2 FF 1 


plain defection from the primitive pattern... 
9 6. VI. It is further argued, that © the 

Zreateſt part of well- diſpoſed E in Seat- 
. Land ate averſe to this change, A 


Hut in matters of doctrine and worlkip, ws we 


| ſhould take aur direction only from the word of 
Sed, ſince the beſt and wiſeſt of Men have 
Erred,” and maß ert an 

eople, to be rejudiced” againſt any thing in 


ans, who have declare 

nions in the way. propoſed, would be highly de- 

Tous But hey added, that the bulk 15 good 
a 


N to think, that if ae men who approve 
the overture, were but half as honeſt in telling 


their ſentiments, and half as zealous to make — 


proſelytes, as thoſe who diſapprove it, in à very 
hort time, moſt who have any 
gion, would drop their oppoſition, and pray for 
Its; SS; Pur rg wk an 4 1 


ee 2» 4 de | e 44 e e EOS os 
on were of N ken in weh 4 
debate, I oe e authorities. Bu . 
OTE 4 1 80 


it is natural to moſt 


religion, to which they have not been agcuſſom- 
ed. In the preſent queſtion, have met with 


many of the moſt ſolid and experienced Chriſti- 
that frequent commu- 


any reliſh for — 4 7 


. 


ere To keen againſt it, chat they thought . 
t mould not be attempted. Whereas, I have 
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1 Mtr. Baxter, In bis riſt Han, 
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Calvin handles this 4 4 
Tracy” in his inſtitutions, we 


: 4 LE PET'S = 
4 wit Steat gecu- 
iv. Cap. 17. 


| 2. ' He tells us it Was then the practice, to 
receive the communion h t once a ear, and that 


in a formal, ſuperficial manner 6 Ye And after 


Having urged frequent commur nicating-from: the 
deſi 5 of the ordihance, and the. practice gh — 
- apoſtolic and primitive church, he $7: 

e ddubtlefs the cuſtom ol co 4 | unicating 7 — 
i once & pear, is the invention of the devil, ho- 


erer was the itiſttument of jntroducing ,. 


And 4 little after. "hs Our, 1 
. th e very "reverſe. Every wee 177 ah, 
2 Ebs able thould” be; 112 befs 
% fembly of Chriſtians, Any the 

_ which they | would” fee 0 
. them, None. indeed ould De 3 
but all mould be exhorfed 1 1 


? 


II. p. 101. having propoſe: the .qu 
Sa the facrament | 15 . admin 

that it neither gro inte e 1 
13 AE AE f n 7 
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iy F Hzc abunde ollendunt, fieramentim. n non 8 | 


» can 


; | rk ideo fuiſſe, ut ſemel quotannis acciperetur, idque, per- 


functorie, ut nunc communiter moris elit. 24 44. 
Et ſane hæc conſuetudo que ſemel: quotannis com» 
münicare jubet, certiſſimum eft li intentum, cuju 


8 


eunque tandem *miniſterio.invecta fuerit. Et 


poſts 
:0nge aliter fuctum oportvit; — ad ite he} q 
domadibus prop:nenda''erat Chri ianorum ctetül menſfa 
Domini, declarandæ promiſſiones, quz nos in ea ſpiritua- 


liter paſcerent, Nullus. cee e cogendy _ 
1 1 ea i omnes 2 , e t- tu _ 
5 Hee Ru ne Ord di- 
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the ſettled order for the Lord's day's worſhip, and 


omitting it, maimeth and alteretb the worſhid" of * : 
ay; and occaſioneth the  omiffion of the thankf- 

11 and praiſe, and lively commemorations of N 
"ri 


which ſhould be then moſt performed; 


and fo Chriſtians, by uſe, grow habited to fad 


neſs, and a mourning melancholy religion, and 
grow unacquainted with much of the worſhip 


_ and ſpirit of the 'goſpel. 72) Hereby the Pa 
piſts lamentabfe corruptions of this ordinance | 
have grown up, even by an exceſs of reverence . 
and fear, which ſeldom receiving doth increaſe, _ 

till they are come to worſhip bread'as their God. 
(4.) By ſeldom communicating,” men are ſedu- 
ced to tink alt proper communion of churches Vieth _ 


in that ſacramem, ad to be mort profanely bold 
in abuſing many other parts of Worſhip. (5. 


There are better means, by teaching and diſci- 


pline, to keep, the ſacrament from contempt, than - 
"diſplacing of it. (6.) Every 
Lord's day is no oftener than Chriſtians need 2 


7.) The frequency will teach them to live pre- 3] 9 f 1 


pared, and not only to make much ado once 4 


month, or quarter, hen the fame work is neg- * 
: lected all the year beſide; even as one that liv- 
eth in continual expectation of death, Will live 
in in Py W hen” he that _— 


—— - 
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- Oe th; in well diſei plined eee it | 

5 mould be fil every Lord's day. For, (I.] We 
have no reaſon to prove, that the. apoſtles exam 

ple and appointment in this caſe was proper 8 
thoſe times, any more than that praiſe and thankſ- 5 
giving daily is proper to them: and we may as 
well deny the obligation of other inſtitutions or 
apoſtolical orders, as that.  (2.) It is a part o 


= 


* 


— L 


— 


0 when the diſeaſe is oy 


"Vip & churches, to fall ſo far, I had alm 
Ws « ſcandalouſſj hort of them all, in commemo- 
t rating the fy love of our bleſſed redeemer? 


_ frighted into ſome ſeeming preparations, _o 
are not the habit of his ou] * id by * 


But yet I muſt add, AF in ome undiſciplin- | 
2 ed churches, and upon ſome o » it may be 


longer omitted, or. ſeldomer ok. No duty is 


a . at all times. And therefore extraordinary 
_ caſes may raiſe fuch impediments, as may. hinder © 
us a 10 1 from this, and 2 other privi- 
leges. 95 he ordinary faultineſs of our imper- 
ſect hearts, that are apt to grow cuſtomary. and 


dull, is no good reaſon why it ſhould be ſeldom, 
any more than why other ſpecial duties of wor- 


mip and church communion ſhould be. ſeldom. 
Read well the epiſtles of Paul to the Corinthians, 
and you will f that they were then as bad as 


the true Chriſtians are now, and that even in 8 


the ſacrament, they were very culpable; and yet 
Paul ſeeketh not to cure them by their ſelgomer 
communicating. Thus far Mr. Baxter. ,, _ 


A. worthy miniſter in the ſhire of Air, in. WI 
Xs thus, 


letter to- me, dated October 10th, ar 
„What a reproach is it to the 
& land, which boaſts of a farther 1 455 re- 
. formation than even ſome other proteſtant 


I know it is alledged, frequently communica- 


» ting will leflen our. reverence for the facra- 
« ment. But the contrary. will, I preſume, ' 
« abundantly | appear, by comparing thoſe who 
do now communicate four times, and oftener, 
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4 as to thoſe who do, I believe it will be found? 5 


c that the more frequently real Chriſtians are 
« exeteiſed in them, whether praying, reading, 


66 bearing, meditating, or communicating, they _ 
4 are apt to acquire ſtill higher degrees of 8 5 


. Ns t abridging the number of ſerr 


„ beßdes the dhe nectifiey ef hid; th „ 
ec to the greater frequency of that ordinance, ! a 


„think it ſeems to be allowed, by moſt think - 
1 
tos mobiſn way, I _—_— it, of adminiſ= 
emn ordinance; 1 


would be found, that in ſome 'placei 


4 municants, there will be at leaſt upon the 


„ Lord's day, near 48 many thouſand people, 


<« moſt of whom muſt be at ſeaſt idle and irreve- 


„ rent ſpeCtators,” or rather diſturbers; not on 


4 crowding the paſſages, ſo as renders it next to 


c impoffil e for ea and infirm people to * 


«to and from the table with due compoſure, but 


i a conſtant motion to and from ale-houſes,. 7 
rds, and other places, where barrels 1k 
tertainment of ſucceffive com- 
rſation generally gives of=. 


Los —— 
very ſerious Chriſtian, 


; . acci- 


- Let none think, ſays Mr. Willifon of Dundee, | 
this frequency” of — adminiſtration would ex- 


py to — VG — Eb worthy com- 
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people, that we have got into rather Aa 
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frequent repetition, but 
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who. diſpenſe or receive. it only once in two years? 


acts of, Our gener. al aſſembly 
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| 1 prize it the 
more. id the primitive Chriſtians bring it in- 
to 8 by 2 ng every Lord's day! Nay, 

teem of it much higher than theſe. 


I wiſh the words 3 Ag Revs 9h and the 
tive to mat- 


1 of us 


rap 5 for the unfrequent practice of 
his fault i is nowiſe chafgeable up- 
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ſtrive againſt de ei riffs ſtrength} 
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New-England, in à book, intitled, Some: 
che Edinburgh edition, 


d the ſeripture, that the primitive Chriſtians were 
ec wont to celebrate this memorial of the ſuffer- 


4 church of Chriſt, in days that are wg tr orneces 
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yo would leave & church on ſo friyolous a pre - 


ment may be one cauſe of it. 8 2 


4 graves, if they could. 746 be; Seceſſion is now 


gare of them who befriend the burgeſs oath, 
hape, of late, expreſſed, ſo much moderation and 
5 2 25 the church of ee, in ſome of their 


to watch 


as often. as we, partake, fo often to prepare for it! 2255 ” : 
with all due care and ſalemnity (h.. 
Mr. Jonathan Edwards, of N orthampton im 


concerning the preſent reuiual o religion, p. A . of 
oe E nia plain, by 


<« ings of their dear Redeemer every Lord's row hel 
<« and ſo, I believe, it will be again in the 
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as: Mr, Randal * — >bſer1 

= — cher to, Section IV. 5 1. 


T tence, are in the ſeceſſion already: and proba» 
<« bly. the- preſent way of adminiſtering the ith." | 


e picking of miniſters at theſe times, taught the 
«© people to deſpiſe; ſome, whom: now the beſt - 
„ amongſt us would: willingly: pull out of their 


<<. leſs: formidable thro' theirdiviſion.”: 'And:the 
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ly reaſonable. When Wegleb e that it is not 
3 ee but 2 ſubjection to the autho 
_ Chriſt; and regard to their edifieation, that makes 
us deſirous of more frequent communions, their 
prejudices will ſubſide. And ſhould it be other- 


hey are, would be too dear 


err 


1. A M | now to enquire, whether the hoc 

the moſt proper, and leaſt ex- 
ceptionable- means to promote frequent commu- 
Nmicating. I ſhall not be ſtiff in aſſerting this: 
but N no better plan has been propoſed, 
that I know of. I chuſe, in this part of the ſub- 
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The ons ir Mr. Willfon of Dundee ' preface 


Kage 


« 2 great-obſtruQion to the frequent celebration 
4c of this ordinance; viz. the great numbers of 
«miniſters and preachers now uſed on ſuch oc- 
„ caſions, which truly makes that ſolemn work 
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= to deliver my ſentiments in the words of 
e e pen whe: ee much 


to his Sacramental 1 p. 12. con- 
4 feſs there is one thing amongſt us, which is 


1 to a undertake | it... 80 that till. * 5 


« Talation be , 


cc deſpair of ſeeing this holy ordiance diſpenſed ſo. | 
« frequently amongſt us as it olght to — 5 


In the days of old, there was leſs preaching at 


4 communions, but much power and life in them | 
« but in our days there is much preaching, but 
4e little power. Not that I am againſt 
c preaching at theſe occalions, where there is an 
cc appetite among the hearers,, and where lenty 


„ of miniſters. may be had, Without aying 


« the neighbouring congregations. deſolate, or 


E. proving any let to the frequency of this — Js 


« nance: but to make it a fanding. order, that 


c there. ſhall be fo many preachings, . whether 


«© there be an appetite .or no, or Whatever in- 


“ conveniencies ſhould follow, I apprehend can- 


ce not be ſo eaſily juſtified. I acknowledge, about 
<« the time of our late happy revolution, when 
« ſo much preaching at communions. began to be 


c a ſettled practice, there were ſuch. vehement 
« deſires among the people after-the ordinances, 


c and lively preaching of the word, that had 


been ſo ſcarce for ſo man oy years before, that 
F 


« it was neceſſary to gratify them, with much 
« preaching, at theſe ſolemn occaſions; but it is 


* not to be expected, that theſe longings ſhould 
« always continue. In the primitive times of 


C chriſtianity, when the diſeiples hearts flowed 
e with love to their lately crucified and aſcend- 
ed Redeemer, they had ſuch burning 


deſires 
“ after the ordinances, and eee. of the 
goſpel, that the apoſtle Paul, at the celebra- 
cc tion of the Lord's Supper, Acts xx. 7. was 
n to . ee with the 


. in nh 1005 yet none der pled; this 
4, the apoſtle's p 1 

\ 66 bea Randing rule or the church, in ma; time 
__<6-coming.” 


The other is Mr. Randal of Wanne in a writ- 
0m paper, E a plan much like that of our 
ſynod is propoſed. © And as that paper firſt en- 


thoughts to this impor- 


abe me to apply my 


tant ſubjeR; I ſhall inſert the greateſt part of it. 


Our preſent manger, ſays he, of partaking 


<c of the ſacrament, by employing three working 


e days in attendance on preaching, on every 
< ſuch occaſion, renders the frequent partaking 


Ee of that ordinance inconvenient, if not im- 
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2 liſh": a frequent adminiſtration, if it muſt de- 

«6 prive them of ſo many days of labour. And 
<6. a induſtry and i . increaſe, that 
alſo ; eſpecially, as rac ; 


„difficulty wes increaſe 
, concerned in "theſe: things, have not ſo grea 


8 4 ceſpect, as might be een For tab iots | 


«© inſtitutions. But if all were willing to at- 
% tend, there are not many ſeaſons where, in 
„ landward pariſhes, they can have leiſure, ef pe- 
<6: cially as the lint improvement goes on, which 
ec much ſhortens the Jeifure time in ſummer. 

1b . (2: )- 1 
e the expence, with which diſpenſing the ſacra- 
e ment frequently in our way would be attend- 
Gt ed, will ever be an effectual ſtop to lt. 
% (3.) Our preſent way is very inconvenient 
et to every ſingle miniſter... As almoſt all have 


t the ſacrament once a year, each muſt aſſiſt five 
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4% 8 4 ſociety. 3 It oft en proves the ſource of 
heart - burning, miſunderſtanding; party, and 

« faction amongſt us. Tho we 4 a regard 
4 ton neighbour, yet the averſion of our pariſh 


1$ 3 ſometimes not well founded too, tempts 
L re ple: eie at home, by overlooking | 
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— For dur Lord has ho where preſcribed a mul- 
26 titude of ſermons on ſuc eee as a means 
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nions m may be had in this | 
AHrſtxo' decline ſuch at plan. 


gu GET of another kind. 


1 the head of 
Has appointed for their edification, 
t remembering him in the 
* . — i one} and ſubſtituting, 
in their room, means of our on devifin 


is, im receiving the 
ed his Tpeciil 
| | 7 „ HOC SE O92 
Mi 2 (2) Four preparation days | in the courſe öf 
<a. year, may . as” . a variety of gifts 
44 as we now h Beſides, ' congregations may 
+4 and ought to fault dren, in which way diver- 
. ſicy of gifts may be obtained, without negzlee. 5 
ting the dying command of Chriſt. “. 


by 4 "worthy 'akd 
icious friend, that communions might be had 


of our ediſieation. 


4 
in our preſent Way, if miniſters were confined. 


to one afſiſtant; and if the miniſter of the pariſh, 


and chat one afiſtant preached each of them three ; 
ot four times: or if en be reckoned bur- 
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a er wee cher v vacant on the Þord's 
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Tf I can be convinced, that frequent commu- 
ay, without . bf 
y Phat not be the 
T own, it is free 
from ſome objections which fartle' people: at our 
ſynod's overture; butz te me, it ſeems" Hable to | 


| (1) 


ſuperſtition, or hurt to ſoeie 


radox, it is my judgment, that neighbours ougbt 


«at Would not ot ths take, up, minifters 5 - 
"cout or more, — 
our preſent way, "which which | hae eo e „ 


rivate preparation, 2 


plain of on chat account? 


(2.) How fe Probationers are there in many . 3 
corner ? And could their affiftance” be more ei- 0 1 
E: procured, how diſagreeable would our. * 8 1 


ing of them be to ſome co ations Bhs 
Du J Would it not be fp gg | 
and? N the murmurs of others, that ab- 
riſh, four times every year, ſhould. ſpend three 
entire working da s, in the ſpace of à week, in 
religious exerciſes? And would not this hardſhip 


appear ter to people, when there was. Juttle _ 


variety of ' gifts,. Al their own: pointer ny one 
"(4)] Ex ploying neighbouring as 4 3 
not remove the difficulties mentioned in —— laſt 


head. —But I own, tho ſome! may think it a pa- 


never to be employed at ſacraments. For there 
are ſome. Who will not, and others who; dare 
not, employ their neigbbours, And this being 
looked on as 4 piece of contempt, is an un- 
' bappy ſource of diviſion amongſt us. „Where 
as, if it were the cuſtom, always to employ 
people from a diſtance, every one, without-giv- 
ing umbrage to any of his brethren, would. « 1 
ple whom he pleaſed. Hed ee 
3. It is objected, that a | multitude of © con- 
gregations will be thrown vacant by our over- 
ture: for if the ſacrament be diſpenſed thro* a 
whole preſbytery, on the ſame day, ſixteen. or 
eighteen pariſhes in neighbouring preſbyteries muſt 


be thrown Vacant Ah ſupply. them wit b aſſiſtants. 2 
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For the 
2 ies, and ſome miniſters will ſeek none. 
N In our preſent v way, "the ſame pariſh i is 
often vacant? fue Sabbaths in the ſpace of ten or 
«twelve weeks: But if the vrerture  fuccerd, this 
enn ſcuree e er happen 

§ 4. It bas been urged, chat celebrating the 
ee e four times in the year, will ſcarce be 


6ight not to be bound 1 r them by 


i — act: 
nmaaient for a whole e e to haye the ſa - 
Leramem dhe ſame ey would find it hard 
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yteries, conſidering? the gteat Gillance;—1. 
1 "baliovs; none will oppoſe altering or amending, 
= e cure in this reſpect, if once it were known 
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eh for their i 
were of opinion; that abridgin 8 
0 f ſermons more gradually might 


-<« high y probable; that" any fuch half or faint 

tec (attempt; would-defeat its own deſign. Puſil- 

* Jlanimous'allailants are eafily beat back. The 

, abuſes complained of are ſach, as we may 

. enn, avow Our 3 to correct: d wore 
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doubt, be throw vacant, even by our overture; 


us congregations, as is the caſe at preſent; 
affifiants will be t =o different preſ- | 


Qicable i in fome'parts of the Highlands, and 
Aa "that" it would be highly inconve- 


bas ie the-alteration" which Zender {ynods 


ein ine oppoſition which the over- 


« And, by. that m 
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profeſs it, "this. very conduct will FR an re of 
« of our, people as may be. wedded to the profeke ©. 
% way, 10 in their. 1512 ces, Palliatives will look. 
«© more like Nothfu nels. i in ourſelves : W 


if we boldiy avow..the whole deſign at once, 

the abuſes. + eh. me aim at will be allowed, !! 
defenſible, and the remed 'S 1 ks 5: 
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pt _beliey We. 1 
t propo poſed muſt be admitted to be.the 
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„ Beſides, as nobody propoſes to ſtop at the firſt, 
„ ſtep, the very ſlowneſs of gur procedure will; 
encourage and occaſion oppolition, at leaſt pro- 

66 tract and lengthemit, out. Every new ſep: ma | 


«© be expected to raiſe as great a, clamour as the; 


„ whole would do, which 1 in; the one caſe would: | 


„be over at once, whereas. in the other 


e it would be conſtantly. fed by. frelh ſprings». 
* And the people having once declared them: 
« ſelves, as this would involve them in a con 
ſtant oppoſition. to every. further alteration, 
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<< pefore the) Feall e could perceive, the reaſone 
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« would 2 it more unpopul lar in d 


(e 
ce 


to be ſo often flying i in the face of , what is al- 
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M bene 12 of the Pſalms, is an evidence what: 


an advantage. it is to accompliſh any.confider-. 
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able alteration, all at once. It was extremely 
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a 2 jo convenient, 
I- heartily agree, ht tad) ten 93 8 gene- 
ral aſſemblies would make ſuch an act, our obe- 
dience to it would be ſinful. © But, did: the Pref., 
byterians, by aboliſhing Chriftmas, &c. enjoin, 


that Chriſt ſhould never be preached on theſe 8 


- dJays? No e that was far from their inten- 
tion. A e injundtion, that there ſhould. 
be no AMEN * the Thurſday before, or the 
Monday after the communion, would be crimi- 
nal. And ſo would a poſitive injunction, that 
there ſhould be er rack tg on the 3oth of Janu- 
ary, or the 25th of December. But it would not 
be unworthy of our church, to give it as her 

judgment, that the ſtated. week-diys ſermons, 
which have been in uſe in Scotland before and 
after" eominiinions, bave not a great deal more 
foundation in the word of God, than the anni- 
verſaries of the church of England. 

Time will not allow me to conkder other ob- 
The public: may expect ſoon a more 
diſtinct defence of the ſynod's overture, by the 
Neverend Mr. Randal. have peruſed, with plea- 
art of this eſſay was ſent to the preſs, 
of it compoſed, the firſt es 
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3 14 


© jefions.” 


* 


1 


- 


8 £ £5: 4%; $ ” 2 * 


ns : „ „ i Os 8 
8 . A 8 


«Tea us, And guide ts, and to bring us to bis 
 humbl 


meekly and 
to receive the Tak from his mouth. And 
le, our whole body ſhall be 


* , 8 p - 5 7 
> ys . 2 1 F * 4 
T 
3 1 
I 3 
. 5 ; 1 8 
* Y — 5 . . * 
as 


( Though Mr. Randal handles the argument. in a.” 
ferent method from me, and there are few parti. 
culars in which we coincide, yet IT think. myſelf bound to 
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with, this haſt Eſlay, if I had ſeen Mr. Randal's pi 
before ing it; or if any thing of value ha 
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